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The day the sea almost swallowed
Kajang

By David Christy - July 22,2020 @ 9:27am
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A motorcycle is almost submerged in Taman Pasir Mas, Kajang.

KAJANG: On July 18, a Saturday, the town here suffered one of its worst
floods ever. A superstitious soul would have thought a gigantic serpent in
Sungai Langat had stirred into a fit of furiousness.

The fact is, hours of unrelenting and unprecedented rain caused the river
to swell and burst its banks, inundating scores of homes in several areas.
They included Sungai Chua, Kampung Jambu, and housing estates in
Jalan Reko.


https://www.nst.com.my/
javascript:void(0);
https://apps.apple.com/my/app/new-straits-times/id1033411389
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.nstp.nst
https://appgallery5.huawei.com/#/app/C101980395
https://www.facebook.com/nstonline/
https://twitter.com/NST_Online
https://www.instagram.com/nstonline/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsWp7U58TZM8uOYtRrAqWhg
https://www.nst.com.my/nst175/index.html
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstZzcl4Ja7EojD6BtFmtPT5OTBCLsYX_WQkTFpMlmfg5QQbjBD7AE1GJiFWXhk7UToGNFr5hEaT1A4f9NQtho043Dy97MRz7nsTseq6zeR699MGZnVDJXzdCLSa5fnqfRhDEggiuHAfENoNqDFJbP3No554qT4cJXZ-fHgBHgB1LPuYRkaNM3PWJ7ZrzqKIgAc--wTn3_JY7ylPbXM8E4eH9PiNgLq1UNB2b3zW_gqIWaOcDU_a5ZxEzKR6aUtvZme5&sig=Cg0ArKJSzEtCAuliFkho&adurl=https://bcp.crwdcntrl.net/5/c%3D7268/b%3D84469470%3Fhttps://gamudaland.com.my/vegallery/&nm=1
https://www.nst.com.my/news/exclusive
https://www.nst.com.my/news/crime-courts
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation
https://www.nst.com.my/news/government-public-policy
https://www.nst.com.my/news/politics
https://www.nst.com.my/authors/david-christy
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvuKbyrCmy1pnGdQ43X6jA1iffCWvdHzrIoLX1_X8pRYkxyerKYOT9d5dNdwcilgVn_Vlu1wq0n_azDQ1j9uHqAJOglASgMgOZcUUsxxz_cZIpo8yYfE2KVYIP3fjNkUK8Vlv2ugGJtfNFal9QMG8W3NWF0zQjyL2n2yknlc-iECw67XOQOrKuHoKB-xDcL7IeK1fQKc2EPOa8evuUjdxh9sNL97OyYX58b9p5_SYKQI9yzEnF89tiuypvYPkTmfDA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzE1sehLGeIpb&adurl=https://bcp.crwdcntrl.net/5/c%3D7268/b%3D84166206%3Fhttps://www.mudah.my/malaysia/cars-for-sale%3Futm_source%3Dmediaprima%26utm_medium%3Dcpm%26utm_campaign%3Dcar_buy%26utm_content%3D300x250-MidRecBanner
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuwv9oiRYvbp5uUTTWMxQs_wpph16k_HrNYpGLyCAG1aTkl5vi3suVg_7KTYSGF1_MpB81JYMrIOGyf2HgE9Lz2sdmL2THdmy91rUoEVnnVqBqY5qrySPR9UoUHLWZIkjq0K8YD8fi_SSvSvJ88wbHyoaTwKh_3qw8-WfY60uY9bc_A0HD-PeIn4jpiQc6mghFsLZYdsIyzQnXziH6E9uA-uv1kAZzNSNioUz5z2bwvD8H3106sibuYmQhuvcFlha9VHcujJyk&sig=Cg0ArKJSzOuyT8pZ4umT&adurl=https://whats-the-word.typeform.com/to/zhEzjY
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2020/10/635127/us-sees-record-covid-19-numbers-second-day-straight
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2020/10/635125/samsung-electronics-chairman-lee-kun-hee-dies-78
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2020/10/635123/looters-raid-food-warehouse-central-nigeria
https://www.nst.com.my/news/crime-courts/2020/10/635121/singaporean-arrested-bribing-immigration-officer
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/10/635118/bersih-urges-muhyiddin-reach-out-opposition-over-budget-2021-cooperation

Reverend Calvin Lee and his daughters cleaning a home hit by the flood.
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In most places, the floodwaters receded after several hours. But they left
behind their foul stench in the form of damage and destruction. This
story's accompanying images and social media footage stand witness to
the people's distress.
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The Kajang Assembly of God volunteer team assembling after completing the clean-up on
Sunday.

Some of the older Kajang residents liken the disaster to the Great Flood of
1971.

Fred Tan Eng Bee was 16 years old then.

Fred Tan Eng Bee.

"I remember the fright of the residents as it was the first time we
experienced a flood of such magnitude.”

The water came in just after midnight. He and his family put their TV set
and household appliances on cupboards, but many other things could not
be saved in the wet and cold darkness.
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Once useful items are nothing more than rubbish now.

"When dawn came, | saw Kajang Gardens was flooded in at least 3.5 feet



of water. Some areas near the railway tracks were under five feet of water.
It was as if the sea had swallowed the land. | saw a couple of snakes in
the water."

Doubtless for Tan and many others of his generation, the traumatic
memories of the Great Flood do not die easily.

A community hall in Taman Sri Langat in Jalan Reko becomes a dumping ground.

The present-day miseries of July 18's flood victims would be hard to
shake off too, if not for the kindness of souls. Some of them are friends
and family, many are strangers.

From Sunday onwards, good Samaritans fanned out across the stricken
areas in Kajang helping shell-shocked residents to clean up their homes.

A large bin stands testimony to the huge amount of stuff that was lost.

One team was led by Calvin Lee.
He was overwhelmed by what he saw.

"It was a terrible scene everywhere - the massive destruction to property.



"My heart really goes out to them. | am really sad for all the flood victims
having to pick up the pieces in times like these.

Volunteers doing their best to put a house back in order.

"There's still much to be done in the next few days to clean up the area."

Lee, who is the senior pastor of the Kajang Assembly of God church, and
a contingent of young people spent hours removing debris and washing
this and that. For three days after that, the church distributed food to
distressed residents.

But, as Reverend Lee said, much remains undone. Other volunteer groups
are also hard at work, as are the authorities.
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Food being distributed to an elderly woman in a flood-hit area.

The Selangor menteri besar, who saw for himself the extent of the losses
in Kajang on Monday, has announced a RM500 special payment to each
flood victim.

The state is applying to have a RM500 million flood-mitigation measure
included in the 12th Malaysia Plan. And in the short term it aims to
deepen Sungai Langat. But that's a story for another day.

Today, the residents require all the help they can get. They need to heal
from this once-in-a-generation affliction. As does Kajang.
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