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The year 2022 marks the 125th anniversary of the founding of the Methodist Boys” School
in Kuala Lumpur. One of the oldest schools in Malaysia it was established in 1897 by
retired British naval officer and missionary Rev. Dr. William T. Kensett.

Rev. Dr. Kensett arrived in Kuala Lumpur in 1897, after retiring from service in the Royal
Navy on the ship HMS Orion, an ironclad coastal defence ship. As a missionary he was
tasked with setting up a school specifically for Indian Tamils. A Methodist Boys’ School in
Penang had already been established six years earlier in 1891 called the Anglo-Chinese
School whose principal was Rev. George F. Pykett.
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The school was named the Anglo-Tamil School and its first premises were said to have
been a wooden shophouse on the corner of Batu Road (now Jalan Tuanku Abdul Rahman)
and Java Street (now Jalan Tun Perak). There were four teachers lead by its first
headmaster Rev. Samuel Thambo Abraham who was a Tamil missionary from Ceylon and
worked in the nearby Tamil church in Malacca Street (Jalan Melaka)

After moving from Batu Road to temporary premises in a disused fruit market in Malacca
Street in 1902, the school then moved three years later, after briefly occupying the Mission
Hall in Sultan Street (Jalan Sultan), to its new site on Petaling Hill when the new premises
were completed and which were opened in 1905 with an initial enrolment of 125 boys. The
foundation stone having been laid in December, 1904 by Mr.B.G.Campbell, Acting British
Resident of Selangor, in a grand ceremony said to include nearly all the leading
Europeans, and leading Chinese and Tamils of Kuala Lumpur.
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Rev. William E. Horley was the new principal and he renamed the school from the
“Anglo-Indian School” to the “Methodist Boys’” School” (MBS). As first principal, the
school was sometimes referred to as “Horley School”. Previously, he had founded the
Anglo-Chinese School in Ipoh in 1896 and spent thirty-seven years in the country as one
of its leading educationists.

The initial premises were designed for four hundred boys but enlargement of the school
soon followed as the number of pupils exceeded its capacity due to the growth of Kuala
Lumpur. The school was open to boys of all nationalities and faiths including many from
the Tamil community who had come from India to work in the rubber plantations which
soon became a booming industry.

A library was added in 1906 financed by a Chinese philanthropist, later known as the
“Lum Mun Yoke Memorial Library”, and in 1907, when the number of teachers had risen
to fourteen, eight new classrooms were added. The sports field was built from a large
donation by Loke Yew, Chinese business magnate, and a gymnasium was erected with the
assistance of Mr.Wee Hap Lang. A new annexe named the “Hinch Annexe”, after its
principal Mr. Thomas William Hinch, was opened in 1926 by Sir Hugh Clifford, Governor
of the Straits Settlements.

Today it is one of the most successful schools in Malaysia having been designated as an
“Cluster School of Excellence and High Performance School” by the Government.


https://usw1.smartadserver.com/click?imgid=41952768&insid=13225118&pgid=1572546&fmtid=110354&uid=5888299188986903806&uii=3297730816653411097&acd=1778136853286&transactionid=NDE5NTI3Njg6NzhhMTViNTctNTY2MS00MDFjLThjMGUtNjcyZjBlMmJmMWQ3&tmstp=1778136853&tgt=language%3den%3bmax_width%3d300%3bmax_height%3d250%3bbrand_safety%3d1%3bwp_blog_id%3d162299593%3b%24dt%3d1t%3b%24hc&systgt=%24qc%3d0%3b%24ql%3dUnknown%3b%24qpc%3d43000%3b%24qpc%3d43*%3b%24qpc%3d430*%3b%24qpc%3d4300*%3b%24qpc%3d43000*%3b%24qt%3d124_1622_23595t%3b%24dma%3d0%3b%24qo%3d3%3b%24b%3d16999%3b%24o%3d11100%3b%24wpc%3d44674%2c4234%2c3962%2c10338%2c19242%2c9924%2c4526%2c20131%2c38906%2c38932%2c38923%2c39103%2c39462%2c39463%2c39464%2c42917%2c43765%2c43766%2c43767%2c44416%2c44466%2c68128%2c68129%2c68138%2c68139%2c72169%2c32133%2c11200%2c40190%2c40196%2c68896%2c40188%2c39886%2c40186%2c39876%2c18447%2c44013%2c44098%2c44104%2c44063%2c44105%2c44065%2c44064%2c44062%2c43906%2c43987%2c44049%2c43927%2c43905%2c44116%2c44101%2c43945%2c43971%2c43966%2c44077%2c43944%2c43889%2c43933%2c44108%2c44113%2c43916%2c44000%2c43998%2c44089%2c44086%2c44058%2c44057%2c44056%2c44055%2c44054%2c44052%2c43980%2c43901%2c43956%2c43920%2c43900%2c44046%2c44045%2c43883%2c43879%2c43951%2c44073%2c43940%2c43929%2c44036%2c43941%2c44035%2c44030%2c44023%2c44092%2c44093%2c43993%2c18964%2c18971%2c18973%2c18980%2c18981%2c19017%2c19021%2c19024%2c19026%2c19028%2c19035%2c19037%2c19039%2c19049%2c19052%2c19057%2c19061%2c19072%2c19079%2c19105%2c19119%2c19121%2c19122%2c19127%2c19128%2c19130%2c19147%2c19150%2c19151%2c19153%2c19155%2c19158%2c19160%2c19162%2c19164%2c19166%2c19168%2c19170%2c19171%2c19174%2c19175%2c19178%2c19180%2c19181%2c19183%2c19185%2c19187%2c19190%2c19192%2c19193%2c19194%2c19196%2c19198%2c19200%2c19202%2c19205%2c19658%2c20244%2c21499%2c21471%2c21514%2c1910%2c5184%2c43667%2c8640%2c8644%2c8260%2c8645%2c7900%2c7983%2c8066%2c8129%2c8256%2c8128%2c8142%2c7915%2c8130%2c8197%2c8258%2c8261%2c8259%2c8646%2c8643%2c30580%2c8864%2c8747%2c8746%2c8763%2c8741%2c8727%2c8824%2c8744%2c8743%2c8764%2c68380%2c69188%2c69300%2c69317%2c43775%2c43776&envtype=0&imptype=2&gdpr=0&pgDomain=https%3a%2f%2fbritishmalaya.home.blog%2f2022%2f08%2f29%2fmethodist-boys-school-kuala-lumpur-1897%2f&cappid=5888299188986903806&ctsrcid=162299593&scriptid=98690&opid=07bdc09f-73d0-4679-8c1d-49b48e2ab34a&opdt=1778136853286&bldv=18751&srcfn=diff&reqid=0129f810-c8de-46ed-a26f-6aa09bd2ecbe&reqdt=1778136853289&oppid=07bdc09f-73d0-4679-8c1d-49b48e2ab34a&eqs=2991f2a424805ecddd4f603a97204ff84cb348b0&go=https%3a%2f%2funrealisticfaith.com%2f2025%2f12%2f13%2fwho-are-chosen-people%2f%3futm_source%3dblaze%26utm_id%3d182988%26utm_medium%3dpaid%26utm_campaign%3dcampaign_182988%26utm_content%3dad_365738_creative_375975%26wpb_id%3d41952768_NDE5NTI3Njg6NzhhMTViNTctNTY2MS00MDFjLThjMGUtNjcyZjBlMmJmMWQ3%26wpb_advertiser%3d76bb6bbafd3078916dcefa64dd2d9d7c
https://britishmalaya.home.blog/2023/06/04/rev-w-e-horley-father-of-english-education-in-malaya/
https://britishmalaya.home.blog/2023/06/04/rev-w-e-horley-father-of-english-education-in-malaya/
https://britishmalaya.home.blog/2022/10/01/the-anglo-chinese-school-ipoh/

Methodist Boy’s School, Kuala Lumpur.
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Rev. W.E.Horley the school’s first principal who renamed the Anglo-Indian School to the
“Methodist Boys” School” (MBS) (Source: Public domain)
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Opening of the new Hinch Annexe at the Methodist Boys” School by Sir Hugh Clifford in
1926 (Source: Public domain)

HMS Orion of the Royal Navy on which Rev. Dr. Kensett, the founder of the Methodist
Boys’ School, served as a naval officer until he retired to become a missionary (Source:
Public domain).



The school crest and motto “Ora et Labora”, Latin for “Pray and Work” (Fair Use)
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1. sabrizain says:
August 29, 2022 at 11:27 am
I was an MBS boy back in the 70s and old enough to remember that the original crest
on our school badges had a white cross on that blue shield. Later, in deference to
Muslim students in the school, a cross-less version of the badge was made that they
could wear. I think that cross-less version later became the new official school crest in
1989.
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August 30, 2022 at 1:56 pm
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I assume that it was around that time that the crests of the Convent schools in Malaysia
were also changed such as Convent Bukit Nanas and Convent Light Street. The cross
at the top of the shield becoming a star, and the symbol representing the Book of
Gospels with the hanging rosary, top right on the shield, becoming the Book of Faiths.
However I noticed when I was last in George Town that at Convent Light Street the
original form of the crest, with the cross at the top, was still on the wall.

Convent Light Street, Georgetown — “Simple in virtue,

steadfast in duty”

H Malaysia 1786 - 1957
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The Convent Light Street established in 1852 is the oldest
girls school in South East Asia. It was founded by French
sisters of the Holy Infant Jesus mission. From 1786 to 1852
the site was used as offices and as a residence of the British
Governor originally established by Francis Light. He built a
grand ... Continue reading
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