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since 1901 the Chief Forest Officers were appointed in Perak, 2021
Selangor and Negeri Sembilan for forest administration. The
first Forest Department was established in Johor in 1920, PM
followed by Kedah (1923), Kelantan and Brunei (1933) as well launch
as Terengganu (1936) to act as the ‘Malayan Forest Service'. Malays
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arm for Forestry Department in 1929 and FRIM as a March
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The name ‘gutta’ means ‘getah’ in Malay language means Norwa
latex/ gum; while ‘percha’ is the local name of the tree. The appoir
gutta percha or nyatoh taban merah (Palaquium gutta) from as the
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can reach the height of 35 m. This species is found in
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lowland forests in Peninsular Malaysia, Singapore, Sumatra
and Borneo.
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The tree begins producing white rubber after 15 years’ old. DG
At room temperature, gutta percha latex is hard but when January
heated, it can be moulded into various shapes. Gutta percha 1st, 20:
was first introduced in Europe and marketed after it was
wn to have the appropriate properties (flexible, able to FRIM
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=" hstand high pressure and cold temperature) for coating extenc
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ymarine electric cables. In addition, the latex is also used
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rom 3 golf ball coating, in dental treatment as well as for the
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making of pistol grip and jewelry.

The oldest gutta percha trees in the FRIM main campus were
planted in 1927. The trees are about 27-32 m in height and
their diameter at breast height (dbh) measure 33-46 cm.
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