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A Map of the Malay Peninsula Compiled by and Published for The Straits Branch of the

Royal Asiatic Society Singapore.
  1898  ( da t ed )      63 . 5  x  47  i n  ( 161 . 29  x  119 . 38  cm)      1  :  506880

DESCRIPTION

One of  the most important 19th-century maps of  the Malay Peninsula to appear on the market in recent decades,  th is  is  the def in i t ive large-
sca le 1898 masterp lan created by and for  the co lonia l  admin ist rat ion of  Br i t i sh Malaya.  This  chromol i thograph map captures a cr i t ica l
moment in Malay h istory where Br i ta in was beginning to consol idate i ts  suzera inty over the resource-r ich peninsula.  The enormous map
(more than 60 inches h igh!)  was drawn and compi led by the premier Royal  As iat ic  Soc iety surveyor,  John van Cuylenburg,  and publ ished in
large-sca le format in London by Edward Stanford 's  Geographica l  Establ ishment.  Coverage extends roughly from Phattha lung and Trang,
S iam/Thai land south to inc lude S ingapore and the adjacent stra i ts .  Br i t i sh co lonia l  beachheads.

Cartographic Context

The f i rs t  ed i t ion of  th is  map appeared in 1879 -  at  a t ime when l i t t le  was known of  the Malay peninsula beyond the stra i ts  l i t tora l .  Co lonia l
entrepôts,  among them Singapore,  Malacca,  Dindings,  and Penang were lav ished wi th attent ion by both c iv i l ian and mi l i tary surveyors.  But ,
beyond major towns and transport  corr idors,  most of  Malaya remained uncharted.  The combinat ion of  dense jungles,  mounta inous terra in,
and malar ia ,  kept European surveyors at  bay unt i l  the late 19th century.  The expense of  complet ing such surveys was s imply impract ica l .
This  changed wi th the founding of  the Stra i ts  Branch of  the Royal  As iat ic  Soc iety,  inaugurated in November 1877 at  S ingapore ’s  Raff les
L ibrary.  The RAS was capable of  ra is ing s ign i f icant resources to conduct expedi t ions throughout the peninsula,  leading to an explos ion of
new data.

One of  the key object ives of  the RAS was to produce a grand genera l  map of  the Malay Peninsula,  exceeding any ex ist ing map in s ize,
accuracy,  and comprehens iveness.  The Soc iety charged Emi le John D‘Souza (February 1,  1862 -  1896) of  the Surveyor Genera l ‘ s  Off ice in
S ingapore wi th draf t ing the gargantuan manuscr ipt ,  which upon i ts  complet ion was sent to London to be l i thographed by Edward Stanford.
Thus the f i rs t  ed i t ion of  th is  map appeared in 1879. F ive subsequent ed i t ions,  inc lud ing the present map, were issued as new surveys were
completed,  expedi t ions returned,  and the peninsula developed.  (see the publ icat ion h istory at  the end of  th is  descr ipt ion for  more deta i l )

Historical Context

The strategic  and trade s ign i f icance of  the Malay peninsula cannot be understated.  The Peninsula is  idea l ly  s i tuated to contro l  the important
Malacca and S ingapore Stra i ts  -  v i ta l  mar i t ime arter ies connect ing the Indian Ocean to the China Sea.  In addi t ion,  the peninsula i tse l f  i s  r ich
in resources,  ranging from extens ive agr icu l tura l  opportuni t ies ,  to weal th in gold (ye l low dots) ,  t in (b lue dots) ,  gemstones,  and more.

As Europeans expanded into the China t rade,  they too recognized the s ign i f icance of  Malaya.  F i rst  the Portuguese (Malacca,  1511),  then the
Dutch (Malacca,  1641),  then the Br i t i sh (Penang, 1786) establ ished beachheads.  Dur ing a l l  of  th is  t ime, the seemingly impenetrable inter ior
remained vassa l  s tates of  S iam (Thai land),  minor independent su l tanates,  or  subjects of  the powerfu l  Johore Sul tanate.

The pol i t ica l  s i tuat ion on the peninsula began to change in the 19th century as the Br i t i sh worked to consol idate the i r  power.  Georgetown
was founded in 1800, Stamford Raff les founded S ingapore in 1919, and the 1824 Anglo-Dutch Treaty ceded contro l  of  Malacca -  creat ing a
network of  Br i t i sh contro l led extraterr i tor ia l  s tates.  These were administ rat ive ly consol idated into the Stra i ts  Sett lements in 1867, and
short ly  thereafter,  in 1874, Dindings (Manjung Distr ic t  of  Perak) was brought into the fo ld.

British Power and the Railroads

Malay su l tanates found themselves pressured on a l l  s ides by powerfu l  forces -  S iam to the north,  Br i ta in to the West ,  and Johore to the
south.  The Br i t i sh offered the be leaguered Sul tans protect ion in exchange for  t rade concess ions and development ass is tance in exchange for
terr i tory to bui ld ra i l roads,  mines,  and te legraph networks.

Much of  th is  ear ly  ra i l road network is  i l lustrated here.  Malay 's  f i rs t  ra i lway l ine,  connect ing Taip ing and Port  Weld (Kuala Sepetang),  was
completed in 1885. A second l ine,  opening in 1886, connected Kuala Lumpur and the port  of  Kuala K lang.  In 1891, the l ine between
Seremban and Port  Dickson was inaugurated,  fo l lowed in 1893 wi th the Telok Anson -  Tapoh Road l ine.

These ra i l road networks served as vectors of  centra l i zed co lonia l  power,  vast ly  increas ing Br i t i sh reg ional  inf luence.  Consequent ly,  in 1895
Selangor,  Perak,  Neger i  Sembi lan,  and Pahang, fe l l  fu l ly  under Br i t i sh inf luence,  and were consol idated as the Federated Malay States (FMS).
In 1896, under the FMS, many of  the peninsula 's  ra i l roads merged as the Federated Malay States Rai lways (FMSR) -  as shown here.  The
FMSR eventual ly  completed the West Coast  Rai lway,  connect ing Pera i  (oppos i te Penang) to Johor Bahru in 1909. S ingapore was integrated
into the network by the 1923 complet ion of  the Johor-S ingapore Causeway.

The Singapore Inset

Although only a smal l  part  of  th is  map, the enormous s ize of  the map as a whole makes the 'S ingapore C i ty '  inset  in the upper r ing one of
the best  and most deta i led maps of  S ingapore to appear in the 19th century.  Presented at  a sca le of  1:  31680, the map offers superb street-
leve l  deta i l .  I t  names the Raff les Hote l  ( founded 1887),  Col lyer  Quay,  the Counci l  Chambers,  Town Hal l ,  Fort  Canning,  St .  Andrew's Cathedra l
the L ibrary and Museum (Stra i ts  Branch of  the Royal  As iat ic  Soc iety) ,  Emera ld Hi l l s ,  A lexandra Road, Botanica l  Gardens,  Sul tan of  Johor ’s
S ingapore res idence,  Government House,  and the port  at  Tanjong Pagar,  and more.

Understanding the Stanford Map

By the second hal f  of  the 19th century,  Edward Stanford 's  (1827 -  1904) Geographica l  Establ ishment became the largest  and most important
map publ isher in England.  The f i rm leveraged unr iva led pol i t ica l ,  co lon ia l ,  and academic connect ions,  as wel l  as an army of  draf tsmen,
engravers,  l i thographers,  and pr inters to quick ly produce and update the h ighest  qual i ty  maps poss ib le.

Stanford 's  maps can roughly be d iv ided into two types -  ' l ibrary maps '  and 'case maps ' .  The smal ler  format 'L ibrary Map'  was typ ica l ly  about
20 x 25 inches and fo lded into a b inder,  whi le  case maps,  of ten measur ing 60+ inches,  were issued in wal l  map or case map (as here) forms.



These larger maps are d ist inguished not only by s ize,  but a lso by funct ion and qual i ty.  The larger-sca le maps were 'masterp lans '  intended for
use in co lonia l  off ices,  academic inst i tut ions,  and large merchant houses.  They were produced in smal l  quant i t ies ,  but  to the h ighest
standards,  and are consequent ly  h ighly sought af ter  and unimpeachable h istor ica l  records.  The smal ler  format ' l ibrary maps '  were more
genera l ly  intended for  commerc ia l  sa le and,  whi le  good maps,  cannot compare to the larger 'case '  maps.

Chromolithography

Chromol i thography is  a co lor  l i thographic technique developed in the mid-19th century.  The process involved us ing mult ip le l i thographic
stones,  one for  each co lor,  to y ie ld a r ich composi te effect .  Oftent imes,  the process would start  wi th a b lack basecoat upon which
subsequent co lors were layered.  Some chromol i thographs used 30 or more separate l i thographic stones to achieve the des i red effect .
Chromol i thograph co lor  could a lso be effect ive ly b lended for  even more dramat ic  resu l ts .  The process became extremely popular  in the late
19th and ear ly  20th centur ies,  when i t  emerged as the dominant method of  co lor  pr int ing.  The v iv id co lor  chromol i thography produced made
i t  except ional ly  effect ive for  advert is ing and propaganda imagery.

Publication History and Census

This map was drawn by John van Cuylenburg for  the S ingapore Off ice of  the Royal  As iat ic  Soc iety.  I t  was publ ished in London by Stanford 's
Geographicus Establ ishment.  The map appeared in f ive edi t ions,  each heavi ly  updated and cartographica l ly  d is t inct  as new informat ion
f looded into the RAS off ices:  1879,  1887, 1891, 1898 (the present) ,  and 1911. This  map was issued in two phys ica l  formats,  d issected,
mounted on l inen and fo ld ing (as here),  or  as s ix  separate sheets jo inable as a wal l  map. A l l  ed i t ions are extremely rare due to be ing
expens ive i tems in the i r  day and having been made in smal l  quant i t ies for  a se lect  c l iente le.

We note 9 examples of  the present 1898 edi t ion: Nat ional  Arch ives of  S ingapore; Br i t i sh L ibrary;  Nat ional  Arch ives U.K.  (2 examples);
Cambr idge Univers i ty  L ibrary;  B ib l iothèque Nat ionale de France; Univers i tätsb ib l iothek Le iden; Nat ionaal  Arch ief  (Nether lands);  Nat ional
L ibrary of  Austra l ia;  and Harvard Univers i ty  L ibrary.

CARTOGRAPHERS

John van Cuylenburg (1862 -  1940) was a Dutch surveyor act ive in Br i t i sh co lonies in South As ia,  Malay,  S ingapore,  and the East  Indies -
tak ing a leading ro le in some of  the most s ign i f icant reg ions mappings of  the ear ly  20th century.  Cuylenburg was born in Colombo, Ceylon,
the son of  surveyor John E.  van Cuylenburg.  He studied at  the Colombo Academy (Royal  Col lege),  exhib i t ing an apt i tude for  mathemat ics
and drawing.  In 1881, he was recommended for  cartographic draughtsman pos i t ion wi th the S ingapore Surveyor Genera l  Off ice.  Af ter  arr iv‐
ing in S ingapore,  he was near immediate ly reass igned to Malacca,  where he worked on surveys of  the Malay Peninsula.  He returned to
Singapore in 1885, where he compi led and draf ted an important map of  S ingapore is land (S ingapore: Surveyor Genera l ’s  Off ice,  1885; re‐
v ised and re issued in 1898).  In 1888, he was appointed Distr ic t  Surveyor of  S ingapore -  work which focused on cadastra l  surveys and de‐
ve lopment work around the is land.  He was deeply involved in learned and sc ient i f ic  soc iet ies in S ingapore,  part icu lar ly  the Royal  As iat ic
Soc iety.  He a lso he lped to sponsor and organize sc ient i f ic  expedi t ions in the area,  some of  which he part ic ipated in d i rect ly,  inc lud ing the
1901 Indian Ocean mapping of  Chr is tmas Is land.  His  son,  John Bertram van Cuylenburg became one of  S ingapore ’s  leading phys ic ians,  a lso
known for  h is  fasc inat ing memoirs of  l i fe  in the c i ty,  cover ing the ear ly  20th Century and the Wor ld War II-era (Sunshine and Shadow,
Singapore,  1982).  For informat ion on Cuylenburg,  see Arnold Wright ,  Twent ieth Century impress ions of  Br i t i sh Malaya: i ts  h is tory,  people,
commerce,  industr ies,  and resources (London, 1908),  p.  323.  Learn  More . . .  ( h t t p s : / / w w w . g e o g r a p h i c u s . c o m / P / R a r e M a p s / c u y l e n b u r g j o h n )

Edward Stanford (May 27,  1827 -  November 3,  1904) was one of  the most pro l i f i c  map publ ish ing f i rms of  the late 19th century.  The com‐
pany began as a partnersh ip in 1848 between the 21 year o ld Edward Stanford and the establ ished map dealer  Tre lawney Saunders.  By
1853 the partnersh ip had d isso lved and Edward Stanford took fu l l  contro l  of  the bus iness.  A subsequent ser ies of  expans ions and exc i t ing
new map issues f ina l ly  led to the product ion of  Stanford 's  masterwork,  "Stanford 's  L ibrary Map of  London".  This  map is  st i l l  ava i lab le and
remains somewhat accurate.  At  the t ime of  publ ish ing i t  was ha i led by the Royal  Geographica l  Soc iety as " the most perfect  map of  London
that has ever been issued".  In 1882 Edward Stanford Sr.  passed the f i rm on to h is  son,  Edward Stanford Jr.  who cont inued in h is  father 's
proud trad i t ion.  Today the Stanford f i rm st i l l  publ ishes maps and remains one of  the most important and pro l i f i c  cartographic publ ishers in
the wor ld.  Learn  More . . .  ( h t t p s : / / w w w . g e o g r a p h i c u s . c o m / P / R a r e M a p s / s t a n f o r d )

CONDITION

Very good. Chromol i thograph wi th or ig ina l  hand-appl ied accent co lor.  Dissected into 56 sect ions and mounted on or ig ina l  l inen.  Fo lders into
or ig ina l  s l ipcase.  L ight  so i l ing.  Even overa l l  ton ing.
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