
ruption gateway?  NST VIRAL  #NSTviral: 'Inspector Sheila' loses her cool at online commenters NATION  Corru    

We were nuts about kacang putih Uncle
By Ravindran Raman Kutty - April 16, 2023 @ 7:00am

S. Sinnakaran, a ‘kacang putih’ seller in Klang, balancing a 10kg wooden tray of nuts
and snacks on his head. Communities often looked forward to when the ‘kacang putih’
uncle showed up. - NSTP �le pic

In our estate, we looked forward to the days when our kacang putih Uncle
would show up with his wares. He would go from house to house carrying
an array of kacang putih on a wooden tray that could double up as a table.

It had four legs and multiple drawers and compartments to store several
types of kacang or nuts, vadai and, my favourite, sweet green peas bonda.

Kacang putih Uncle was a petite �ve feet. His dark complexion, deep
eyebags and wrinkled cheeks were a testament to his days of walking
under the hot sun vending his goods. Dressed in a blue shirt and dhoti,
with neatly combed greying hair, he walked with his a full load of kacang
putih on his table tray balanced on his head.

Yes, he walked while carrying his goodies on his head without an inch of
di�culty. Everyone was in awe of how a man could walk for more than
3km into our estate under the scorching sun and yet serve us with a
smile.

MORE NEWS

He was a soft-spoken man, with gentle mannerisms, and eternal patience.
He entertained all of us without an ounce of irritation.

He came twice a month to our estate and the day he came was our
happiest. He would come to our house courtyard. Our neighbours —
Maniamma, Mani Edathi and Mala — along with my mother and three
sisters, would gather around him.

Christmas, Cocos Islands were almost
ours

Estate Chronicles: Pit 'holes' were
scary

AirAsia X upbeat about outlook 

A caveat about 'Menu Rahmah'

MOST POPULAR

LATEST MOST READ

Quantum Code

This Video May Soon Be Banned. Watch
Before It's Deleted
AD KNOW MORE

ACROSS NEW STRAITS TIMES

45m Missing pair found drowned in Sungai
Kelantan

1h Meet the French luthier making music out of
mushrooms

1h Nearly 500 arrested on �fth night of France
riots after teen laid to rest

1h Guadeloupe crushes Cuba in Gold Cup, 4-1

1h Ministers' aides claim months of unpaid
salaries, contemplate resignation

1h Neglected elephant boards jumbo �ight
home to Thailand

1h Thousands rally across Australia in support
of Indigenous reform

NATION 2 hours ago

Ministers' aides claim months of
unpaid salaries, contemplate
resignation

NST VIRAL 3 hours ago

#NSTviral: Waze takes woman on road
less travelled 'balik kampung' journey
[WATCH]

Trending

https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/leaders/2023/07/926241/nst-leader-klia-corruption-gateway%C2%A0
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nst-viral/2023/07/926183/nstviral-inspector-sheila-loses-her-cool-online-commenters
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2023/07/926129/corruption-victimisation-tourists-immigration-officers-not-new-says-matta
https://www.facebook.com/nstonline/
https://twitter.com/NST_Online
https://www.instagram.com/nstonline/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsWp7U58TZM8uOYtRrAqWhg
https://www.tiktok.com/@nstonline
https://www.nst.com.my/authors/ravindran-raman-kutty
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnists/2023/03/887999/christmas-cocos-islands-were-almost-ours
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2023/06/923858/estate-chronicles-pit-holes-were-scary
https://www.nst.com.my/business/2023/04/896446/airasia-x-upbeat-about-outlook%C2%A0
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnists/2023/04/899430/caveat-about-menu-rahmah
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CG8TYGvygZKvjOOTtyAPFhbjYBePrpMRww_7B3vQQ18eivcABEAEgh5avIGDLg4CAjBegAZ2w7qEDyAECqQLv4GmdP02yPuACAKgDAcgDCKoElwJP0HwYpcnpxTIj6fL8lTusLFYoffvRZGvADbr33pPA-LsonCVfUS3KxuN78wKa6EGPitRutTrh_SvTR96LmUt0PCgpWJ_o4rqVVuv72vXAQMOZEYMUVfnoS0QboVBf6rUZEZpNPG6ou7t3gDWrXKErNI3MS2lK-aP0r92O5hN8ZYOdVnx8DFLly80REBP3KfWFSC_t7gHTktFytGb9gRQoEh0pqHKq8L5VcyhrvDlPPiMIXO9BOXtpPmLM3Puy0ZE6mL99GzwqYkVaghX93BvqN1jIrzs9WCz0-tzs2pQBiK_lJUbYYyVfpAt4PB69B_Oq549VfwROi4d4cS4oVk8Snjq7_MwK0-XyV0u2ePOi2HpxgU4Db1LABKf88qSjBOAEAaAGAoAH1Ie9ggGoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAeko7ECqAfVyRuoB6a-G6gHmgaoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAeDrbECqAf_nrECqAffn7ECqAfKqbECqAfrpbEC2AcB0ggUCIBhEAEYHTICigI6AoBASL39wTqxCTd7-g-ip4GmgAoDmAsByAsBogwIKgYKBMOwsQK4DAHaDBAKChCgs7DYzJ72l3ISAgEDqg0CTVnYEwrQFQH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&ase=2&num=1&cid=CAQSPABygQiDwvRcwtaOtT1xjfXhkf7B9J8w_D6Gzm_8cYZ6i2H3DIjIIoQWi2yFktaE2ww5h5rs0oUhqFYo9hgB&sig=AOD64_2g8pXfjuhMT0yL0sf6LDdvTApbMQ&client=ca-pub-3291688420680736&rf=5&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=2&adurl=https://www.xmbroker-fx.com/landing/promo-shares/en%3Fgid%3D206488%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIq9jH9pbv_wIV5DZyCh3FAg5bEAEYASAAEgIZ8fD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AVfNvPKhUo6kfH6mhX9bTRWXREzlviQTVdSa3zpb0rbdBJSVRwyxjcpQefRrJ1Vs69GYFSrIP_1TlLqsMAyFU2vgVQoNzCIMW6lfIHFovkaKX1oNwXQ4qoRCVNzp2cpRaryAJAUXwtBm5MwhWivFNfgmUZ3NR1QbfQDexg6k8gx2_csUctzLf-tJlRcfQVQQjyEftwpEbO1_M5QyKDvL7__LzELjmnOTL1JCb7x2iCMS6Yk7U4asBR4t6rULGon5Os2kScYP_AFDa5xmUYnPBWD7owyh1tLATVmqzQehHSUF6HAkBW7u6wRylfL3y4dIn8gsHewDuIYtpBPWrSg8R1-47_JeiKyy6cCZ5bRiKqnM2I8fVSayoXT_srNcSQfGRK0Nqs0VM2GnxoX2YRNqjR6dDbr98y6eOIzh3pHqmJMjxWAFeuby1-dESX6GAdDDpc1-CD3-hR5BtCjhEobEi_VazzG0R8aysx8nld4cyrHz5A6mBkr64mmnAg4M3ZsY02icSxxjHmr2eL4Z1s5ZgMzIDDV-KSbh4hCT6dWkLM6PzY8NUVUrM5L23UpegGh57jav1IqL_L9HvMcZfMNVL0uS5IXcwVcGkFAAcRPgRq8JmW9K7tteBedodzk5ntuaZj0x5p_EG5gTZMFTTWVDE1kyGKVvlm_NX5FBE9P_foRPG6WKgCIEu0FJt6Pp1TkvwvW1eCTzslfFySYkO5eOy6rAA-z_AGow42HDK76TVe1DMCkmaB2kIqja_bPquW-kTnODs19qks6Vbua1aRoMh4Lm5EUmqYwYo9QC9mZJLyPEH5WpqRmo2UooDxCJpr2i7VGCWiFGqfYjnsqYpzGonNuSHAiYpbFG9uCJB3JdDgGS9ofQo2Sr-YJzubBk0yq_UKNmgzRsGELUWqAHft3IZud7zX2X4bqhVN16J_QusVKopRRtprTZyn8wMN22dSiHh1l_R0d6HusevIy8dtWHr83FzA-CcWR9mTFRbfSTb2e5WrEcGN4ig8Uj0koGJrgTqyeNHbfX3NINEfB1oQxfEPlfP3fX0_8MXjFUbDGVjSemSFYKmZjzoZhgYhdkVm2mgXEEZ9022MulW4t0rzdeSBiAC34M2qRpjJbDCXYmonCSv4KlVWYTWyQ9JToV5lUTjSA2e6h4iJpJKtwM2KRTum8NJ1cXasQkCnhvx3v0zZhmenGEGZfk2rvDen16W-i9jdBbf1krtySnKU8118CjDQgwcByeG7rstqqgVU6ZisUqcDrcb2CV0hfzwxVJ7N7QRSWTdPblpZHWSiyv6Aqsf9NX2WR4doYepxmqBaCYiqPyIaYZA-RcRnPz40_K_21UavEElxbWUNwLZ4q8YD8EPKQWLgjY8_fhqA-EFxeqPxUd2wGeSSMnLqY3x0ilpb6ZIuxUiX8yTIHkUfYRoUpESxSMVl2OQ8Pni8M8ZOrKftnhlg2VA6ij1ELXaS0uxALBPHoJeq6ZzaUBZQWrZRb2NC-DHxx-e68fAxE-7p5itFfc21Q609RIxF1f0VamlO98cnPL7JLo77Y511P9OSPB-Y_VO41n2wsdFaWz4tWQv_XViPuEvB1jfZEJxMqFhwjH0_OBYjUuyAFGgiPaooDAg1eAbtbNiNCshCLXXEVx3__kQYfzhKBcWsleIkVq7-QiZppCMqnKAgJJWYGrfQKpyub80TU3H7y8nSf-_0YC9yKaGkKrh3_YfH75h4cMoHOOJuNjoC0HyaeGrMBwCwPi-rF258FyU-v3N2gu62kovkQ-0Sylr-pnHw4WzmzwDO1B1sc8Ue0oOA2IlqvM61DvrmE1Wr18FMw9aiHCCTEKFVeGz-49RGDGcEBxWJsAXNS1_XMRkHw_DaDERyAM-3YhkSVoU6eIG0tx-CclBZH44jN34R9WbT0KBqwjcFWzTMG40w
https://ade.clmbtech.com/evnt/click.htm?r=NjE3MzQ0OWEtYjZhOS00MTUyLTlhMDYtZmRlOTYwZjY4Njk0LTEwbzc4OjM0OTIzNjphbGwsaGtmLDluajo0MDg5MDU3MToxOjU1NzkxMzQ6NjUxOTowOjA6Mi41NTczOTk4NDpuc3RpbnRsOjE6MTo3NzA1NTo3NzA1NTo6OjI6NjAuNDguMTY4LjU1Ok1vemlsbGEvNS4wIChXaW5kb3dzIE5UIDEwLjA7IFdpbjY0OyB4NjQpIEFwcGxlV2ViS2l0LzUzNy4zNiAoS0hUTUwsIGxpa2UgR2Vja28pIENocm9tZS8xMTQuMC4wLjAgU2FmYXJpLzUzNy4zNjo6MC4wOjE6MDo6NjoxOjA6MDo0Ojo6MTY4ODI3MTk3MzA0MDpmYWxzZTowOjA6bnVsbDpudWxsOm51bGw6MDox&fpc=664f1098-7c46-4ec9-8afb-21002e854817-1sjd4&i=55e81b2c-044e-4b45-84ed-83877fc28067&s=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.nst.com.my%252Fnews%252Fnation%252F2023%252F04%252F900062%252Fwe-were-nuts-about-kacang-putih-uncle&u=%2F%2Fclck.mgid.com%2Fghits%2F15726710%2Fi%2F57335585%2F0%2Fsrc%2F3484078982%2Fpp%2F1%2F1%3Fh%3DcgXxxdsa9cAEdd8M30_djU68KoBk0NGReREGLrE5kaVkttSVD_IFTdgbJ_DU-gRGV5eYHSKeNSy_tBry4kYcHQ**%26rid%3D93c989a2-1890-11ee-a802-c84bd68370c0%26tt%3DDirect%26att%3D3%26pubsrcid%3D3130_349236%26cpm%3D1%26ct%3D1%26st%3D480%26h2%3DEkItH4v_gXBKQm-5QSOh3d2kOTKap4MJPATN5qfI1Fc*%26col_ci%3D55e81b2c-044e-4b45-84ed-83877fc28067
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2023/07/926382/missing-pair-found-drowned-sungai-kelantan
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnists/2023/07/926380/meet-french-luthier-making-music-out-mushrooms
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2023/07/926378/nearly-500-arrested-fifth-night-france-riots-after-teen-laid-rest
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/football/2023/07/926371/guadeloupe-crushes-cuba-gold-cup-4-1
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2023/07/926369/ministers-aides-claim-months-unpaid-salaries-contemplate-resignation
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2023/07/926367/neglected-elephant-boards-jumbo-flight-home-thailand
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2023/07/926365/thousands-rally-across-australia-support-indigenous-reform
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2023/07/926369/ministers-aides-claim-months-unpaid-salaries-contemplate-resignation
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nst-viral/2023/07/926309/nstviral-waze-takes-woman-road-less-travelled-balik-kampung-journey


We would usually buy the fried peanuts with skin intact at 5 sen per
cylindrical pack, and of course, my favourite sweet green peas bonda, and
have a feast with my elder sister's signature chaya. Nothing like a treat of
kacang and bonda to make this chubby chap a very happy boy.

Sometimes, my parents would chat with him about his family in India.
Otherwise, it was just work, work, work, for kacang putih Uncle. He never
stopped at anyone's home for a glass of water or a cup of coffee or tea.

He was focused on his work and would diligently carry his tray on his
head and walk from house to house without wasting any time.

Besides making his rounds twice a month, he would also join us during
the open-air �lm shows at our football �eld. Usually, he would be busy
serving customers and once his stock ran out, he would join us to watch
the movie, too.

I am sure his tired legs and body needed a refreshing movie. Kacang putih
Uncle deserves an award for his steadfastness and consistency in serving
customers in the most delightful manner.

Kacang putih is too commercialised today. But our kacang putih Uncle
never failed to ensure his goodies were of high standard.

Kacang putih Uncle may not be around now. His service to our estate will
never fade from my memory. It was immeasurably joyful seeing him
coming and making all of us so happy.

Rest in peace, my dear kacang putih Uncle. We had beautiful moments,
but we did not take a picture of you, talk to you, or �nd out more about
you.

How I wish we could turn back time and bring back our dear kacang putih
Uncle to serve us his ever-delicious and crunchy offering. Rest in peace,
uncle.

Today, the kacang putih business has changed a lot. It is pre-packed and
sold in large quantities.

We see many young traders selling kacang putih, especially at shopping
complexes and even hawkers on motorcycles and in vans. Ipoh is famous
for kacang putih now.

I still miss my kacang putih Uncle!
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