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\INPERIAL INTERFERENCE WITH
MALAY STATES.

Lord Elgin's Instructions to the
igh Commissioner.

[Revren's TeLecran. |
Lonadon. March

Heplying in the House of UComum:ts M-
Arthur Acland Allen, th: Liberal M.V for
Cliristchurch, Mr. Winston Charchill. Under
Secrotary of State for the Colonics. stated
that Lord Elgin (Colonial Sccretary) had
informed His Excellency Sic Julin Andesson,
High Commissioner of the Fedurated Malay
States, that the practice of paying Chinese
miners in the Malay States partly in opivm
niust ceasc.

“ome Pertinent Quesiiors ¢

Althoug!: uot beanng direetly wa the
suibject of piosuling winces with opitin, the
following questions appended to- a letter,

i “ Japius o our Tpol contem) X
dealing with the Lrock systom ge y may
not by without inberest - —

1. s the Gioverument aware that the
Truck Systen «xists in the adjacent British
Colony of tie Strwits Settlements? 1 w0, is
there any difference between the system in
speration there and that whicli exists here?

2. Name the teade and industries in
wiich the Truck Systom aperates in the
Colony.

£ ’I- the sysbem  introduced from the
Colomy or viee vorse. by whom, when,
why?

& What action has the Scevetary of State
for the Colonies taken with regand to the
system carried on in the estates, plantations.
cte in the Bridsh Coloay of the Straits
settlements * 1f not, why ot ?

5 l-.l::nlhin country the same standard of
civilization, calture, morals and government
s Gireat Dritain ? 1 pot, explain tully the
cause. R

6. s it aavisable W adopt l'w_h-_-_-\f fircat
{iritain in Perak ? tiive an apphication of Lie
age * what is meat to one might be potson

othe other” in this conpection.

7. Is the conntry as safe and sceurc as
{ireat Britaiu, and as imeeune from
-:‘:oknon murder, and the like ? If not,
ahiv not. considering that we have an over-
lowing exeleguer ? y

LB E:nmn--nh e lomyg list of recent rob-
S :ml in the towns and villages.

ih) in couutry districts.

i) undetectal cases. =

i the extent of harm done W victims
physically and financially.

9. Do the coolies usually lo:;e sufficient
woney Lo live on for one month, assuming
Ml{anﬂﬂyﬁuhw? 1 not,
sow will they nisnage %o live, and are they
ikely to avail themselves of funding the

auta w_
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wherewithal to buy the pecessaries ot uc vy
olunder and robbury during thuir leisure at

0. Can the covlies subsist ve some other
‘ood besides rice, aud if such ean be found
i the woords and jnngles froc of cest just to
keep them on ull pay day ™

11. Most of the wines being remote from
wwns and villages, will the CGovernment
apen shops close to mining camps for the

convenience of the coolies on e crudit

systen, 7 1 not, who will do so when the

wine.owner= will be probibited from doing
0 by the abolition of the Truck System.

19, U an enterprising mine-owner were
to open a wine, say 20 miles from any village
or road, will the Government open up a new
roud and provided sui to enable
the coolies to travel to the nearest village
in order to buy the necessaries of life from

uluclnﬁ.lsi wips ?
13, How mn’u?l: time wiil the covlies lose
in having to travel to the shops for their
purchases amd  how will the mine owner be
affocted the reby 2

1 Will the Goverumet with its immense
surplus advance & swall sum to the  coolies
10 emable them o buy foud or Lo ~nd a remit-
tancy o their families in  China, on the
coolies promising to reimburse the amonnt
on pay-day either verhally or hy notes of
haod, signed and stampesd before the Pro-
tector of Uhinese ® If not, suggest the various
methods by which the coolies could raise
money cither legally or otherwise.

15 What sttempt has the Government
made W promote immigration of JChinese

labourcrs?  1f any. give o list of immigrant
ips chartered the CGovernment, their

Il“ of

dates of anival. the name of the ports of
arrival and the number f coolies imported
in vach instance.

16. From what source does the Govern-
went draw its supply of Chinese iabourers
and state whether 1t or its contractor ever
made adyances in kind to the coolies under
dw-hkgﬁun&u?mdl:ly:n? Are such
cases rather eu-riunnl usual ?

17. E\phi-;. y such a systew is highly

Py} y h | ,

- "&".::‘T‘ S e tvenil
a part of
the expiration of the term of six worths
rlwuhﬂmlm-pmlh-'rm
n viees ?

19. I the coolies are paid a monthiy
wage. will the coolies take less holidays and
work harder: and how will it affect the
mines *
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