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EAST AFRICAN PROBLEMS.

The announcement of the Govern-
ment policy in regard to East Africa Share @ & § W &
@ brings to an end the first stage of a

very Jong e out contoversy, i

Date:
21 June 1930

Reel Number:
NL1741
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be said that whilst there were differ- MUNICIPAL

@ ences of opinion there seemed to be COMMISSIONERS MEET.
considerable ground for agreement
especially in the matter that all three

countries agreed that some closer
union was desirable. The problem
seemed to divide itself more or less
into three chief divisions, the first
the general native policy; the second
the general economic policy; the




third the general political policy. It
is possible that out of these, although
it may seem remarkable, there was
more agreement as regards the third
than as regards either the first or
the second. With reference to the
native policy it has to be remembered
that there are in these areas some
twelve million peoples with marked
elements of sound tribal organisation
but in a backward state of advance-
ment considered from a modern point
of view. The evil of divorcing native
populations from hereditary and
traditional association with the land
has been exemplified in other parts
of Africa and there is a general de-
sire now on the part of the Imperial
Government to try and avoid this,
but at the same time there is an
economic pull upon these natives in
the shape of labour opportunities
provided by industrial undertakings
which if not counteracted or amelio-
rated threatens to withdraw theml|
for so long from reservations or other
traditional associations, as to en-
danger the continuance of such as-
sociations. It has been very soundly
argued that the whole future of
prosperity and peace in Africa de-|
pends upon the laying down and
understanding of a definite native
policy based upon the principle of
the interests of the native being
paramount. That principle has been}
accepted and is being upheld by
the British Government but the
possibility of extending it over not
only British East Africa but also
other British settlements and the
Union is very far from hopeful and
a policy followed in one part is bound
to cause great difficulties when its
effects react upon other parts.

As far as the political problem is
concerned this is affected by the




presence O0f a number OI ASIAlICS,
mainly Indians, who, as far as can
be judged, are less ready to consider
the claims of the natives than are the
Europeans. However that may be
political development cannot be has-
tened for the simple reason that the
pace must be set by those chiefly
concerned, namely the native, since
if it is set by either the Europeans
or the Asiatics it will almost certain-
ly lead a political domination which,
inspired by industrial aims will
almost certainly be inimical to the
true interests of the Africans.

As regards the other division, that
of economics, it would seem that the
greatest difficulty is likely to arise
in respect tc the reaction of any
policy upon the natives in regard to
labour regulations, and the customs
and it may be found in practice very
difficult to harmonise the differing

|outlooks of the three states on these

matters. The cabled news gives no
information as to what services are
to be transferred to the combined
Council but they will presumably at
least include customs, posts and
possibly the civil service.

The organization looks at a dis-
tance to be too elaborate considering
the tentative character, or perhaps
we should say experimental char-
acter, the departure must have. It
is however impossible to be dogmatic
at this distance and with the little
information available. We cannot
help feeling however that it might
have been better for a time to
depend upon a man rather than
upon machinery. That is to say,
assuming a man with the ability to
conceive a policy of development of
the three territories, of trusteeship
of the African and of protection of
the Asiatics’ future, could be found,
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Jthat he should have been appointed

not as an officer with defined powers
and a council of assistance, but
rather as an officer with nebulous
powers, with no fixed council but
with a position superior as at present,
to the individual Governors. He
would be in short a “counsellior” and
his task would be to maintain con-
stant touch with all phases of the
problems of the three territories and
to exercise an unofficial influence
towards such a reconciliation of
policies as would tend in time to lead
to that more definite organization
which is now to be established
straight away. It may be admitted
that to carry out so ill-defined, if
clearly understood, a mission, would
require a man of unusual tact, ability
and courage, but five or ten years
such observation of the problems
concerned coupled with insensible
guiding during that time towards
harmony upon the understood basis
of the future of the African being the
issue of prime importance, might en-
sure much sounder building than the
present scheme. But the right man
would have to be found, though in-
deed he will have to be found under
the present plans. [

Mr. A. D. York has been appointed to act as

a Magistrate in Penang.

Owners of firearms are reminded that all

'f licences expire on June 30th.

Mr. A. Grant Mackie, who is now at Port

'§ 8aid, is shortly to return to Malaya.

Mr. J. V. Cowgill will succeed Mr. E. A. Dick-
son as District Officer, Kinta, when he returns
from Home leave.—M.M.

The condition of Mr. St. John Robertson who
fell out of a window in the E. and O. Hotel,
Penang is still very serious.

Mrs. Collingwood-Phillips, of Sungei Ramal
Estate, Kajang, has recently undergone a serious
operation at the European Hospital Kuala
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and Sons, Ltd., Penang, is in Kuala Lumpur
on a business visit.

Mr Q. Aste, who fell il while playing lawn
tennis at Ipoh on Sunday afternoon, has now
returned to Penang.
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"|IR. Howitt. who are returning from leave by

.|1419 (Squadron Leader Livock) and Flight Lt.

Lisult of which four of a gang of five robbers

Mr. H. G. Turner, A.D.O. Sitiawan, has been
appointed to be a Collector of Land Revenue,
a Coroner snd a Police Mrgistrate, Penang.

'
The Scottish Company S.V.C. under Major
D. G. MacLeod will attend a parade service at
the Presbyterian Church to-morrow at 5.30 p.m.

The meeting of the Engineering Association
of Malaya which was to have been held in
Kuala Lumpur on June 21 and 22 has been

postponed to July 12 and 13.

Wt a meeting of the Kuala Lumpur Sanitary
Board a site for a new Town H-.1l was approved.
It is on the ground lying between the Selangor
Club, the Empire Hotel and Club Road.—M.M.

The following officers of the Volunteer Force
are promoted to be Captains: Lieuts. B. E.
Ablitt; C. A. Scott, A. Gordon, H. N. Jarman,
A. P. Goldman, A. J. B. Carruthers, W. T.
Cherry, S. Y. Yong.

Two F.M.S. Officers, Messrs. E. Jago and C.

the Rajputna, have been loaned to the Colony.
The former will be stationed in Penang and the
latter in Singapore.—M.M.

On May 26th two flying boats S. 1149 and S.

Nicholetts and Flying Officer Grierson arrived
during the course of a cruise to Miri and British
North Borneo.—Sarawak Gazette.

The Ipoh Police detective force brought off
a creditable coup on Monday night as the re-

were apprehended in the heart of Ipoh town
in the very act of committing a robbery.

The prizes kindly awarded by Mr. R. Juma-
bhoy, J.P., to the deserving pupils of the Indian
Association night school, will be distributed by
the President, Dr. K. Raghunathan. J.P.. at
the Association premises on Tuesday, at 7 p.m.

All are welcome.
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Dr. S. A. O'Keefe, retired assistant surgeon,
is seventy-five to-day, says the Pinang Gazette
of Wednesday. Dr. O'Keefe joined the Govern-
ment Service in 1878 and retired in 1905 at
the age of fifty. He continues to enjoy the best
of health.

Mr. A. G. Wilson, of Harper, Gilfillan and
Co., Ltd., Seremban, has been transferred to
Teluk Anson. Mr. S. G. Tyte, from the Port
Dickson branch of the firm, will succeed him
and Mrs. T. D. McNair will take Mr. S. G. Tyte's
place at Port Dickson.

The Muslim Mahajana Sabha, Penang, is
calling a special general meeting for to-day at
the Sabha premises in Transfer Road, to discuss
what step can be taken to prevent the use of
holy verses from the Koran in trade mark
chops by Muslim merchants.

A very pleasant function took place at
Sungei Way on Sunday evening, when the
European staff of Sungei Way Dredging, Ltd.,
gave a farewell “At Home” to Mr. L. R.
Kerridge, the Manager, who is leaving for
Home on six months’ leave.

The Sarawak Government Gazette states that
the Tuan Muda has delegated the powers of
District Court Magistrate to Messrs G. R. .
Arundell, J. J. Hill, A. MacPherson, R. L.
Danbeny, W. P. N. L. Ditmas, D. C. Hudden,
E. H. Elam, J. O. Gilbert, P. Murray-Scott and
J. R. Combe. v

Recent appointments in ,the Sarawak Gov-
ernment Service include the following: Mr. J.
C. H. Barcroft, Cadet, to do duty at Simang-
gang, Mr. W. H. C. C. Morice, Cadet. to do
duty at Limbang, Miss G. E. Collinson to be
Matron, Child Welfare Branch, Health Depart-
8

The police yesterday took into custody Mr.
M. Caulfield, an Australian, at a café in Tejo-
(says the Bangkok Times of June 9).

|
|
:
é
j
:




i
¥
g
:
|
:

i
:
g
|
:
!

Related Articles

No related article found.

National Library Board

Contact Us Feedback [ff FAQ

©2023 Government of Singapore

eart Vulnerability (4" Terms of Use Linking Disclaimer Privacy Statement Takedown Policy
Last Updated 2019-10-29




