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The Origin of the Malay
‘ “Ronggeng”’

Quaint Peacock Jamboree

Mr. Granville O’Hara’s Lecture
at Hu Yew Seah

Death of Well-Known Shikari Recalled

Dagpite c¢oruater-a‘tractions, a fairly
large gathering wai pressnt at the Hu
Yew Seah yesterday evening to heara
lecture on “'Soms P=ccliaritiss of Malayan
Wild Animwa’ Life” by Mr. G. M. O Hara,
late of the Ma ayan Fores: Service,

For over an hour snd a balf Mr, O'Hira
kept his aadienc? interested with innu-
merab'e little aiecdotes a1d amnging
ire'dents eonnected with jangle life,

The following &re tome excerpts from
the lec.ure :—

At the riek of boring you I think ip
jastice to you and myeel’, I onghtio
mention my qualifcitions for tackling »
gubjact like this. When in my teene I
worked snd lived with tha' wonderful
Shikari, the late William Douglas Hay,
who took me in band ani tanqkt ms the
art of tha nze of firearms and the methol
of shooting cartain animals, hence to him
[ sm grat2ful for the knowlidge gained
in this psrticn'ar line.

Seonnc 17, I am indebted to my friende
the “O.ang Bukite,” a tribe ot H 11-Sakaie
of J:lubm, dwelling on the range of
mountsing borderirg Negri S8embilan and
Pabang. To this tand of "Orang Bukits”
I am really grateful for the knowlege
acquired on hunting. tracking and trap-
ping of wild birde, reptileg #nd animals
for the three monthe that I lived with
them in a wild & a'e.

Farther I hiva tln thank the Aunthori-
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lege, Dehra Dnn, Indis, for the knowledge
1 seqaired in Zrolegy when under t'a n-
ing for the M ayan Forest Service, Now,
with the combined knowledge acgnired
from the three eonrces mentioned, 1
think T may c'aim to some knowledge of
my eubject.

Now I ehall give yon all a brief dee-
cription of my obtgervation of tha ra'ore
and peculiaritiea of gom= of the birds I
reared in the Dindinge duriog 1905 6. 1
gba'l start off with the

Argus Piascant

which I ghall not try to deseribe for we
al know wta' it looks Jike, Taey are
¢a3ily tamed ard areres 17 1 )veabls birds
to rear. The pecaliarity of this bird 1 e
in the wea'tness of its h'a?, which is
extra rdinarily sensitive'to the ¢l ghtest
injary which invar'ab'y cinses death.
Within a week of caotivity a1 Argas
pheagant ¢ca1 be let 1,08e withont any fear
of it lying a=ay.

Malayaa Peacock

Like the Arguis pheisant this bird also
gufferg from a e2ngitive head, It i= aleo
very eagily tamed and na'%es a resl good
pet. The Cock-birde never fight with one
another. Tite male is a real dandy and a
wonderful caje:r. Dauring the mating
geagon these birde hold a “jimboree,”
where the begt dancer amnongs: the cocks
bha3 the first choice of a n a'e.

I bave had the pleasure of witnessing
a Peacock Jamboree when as the
guest of my friends the ''Orang-
Bukits” of the Jelabu Ranges,
and many yearg afterwarde in the Begari
Forest Regerve in the Dindings, and the
similarity of the J.mboree on both thege
occasione was marked.

The Peacock Jamboree

The Cockes cillect together and sfter
gelectirg a epot most eunitable for their
parpoge they c'ear a circular sp:oa of
about 6’ in diamster of sll ecrub, twigs,
lsaves ete. The hens ringe themselves in
8 sewi-circie round the arena and equat
on their haunchea to watch the dancing,
Pregent!ly a Peacock tekas the arena and
does a dance, The dance is & mixture of
the Fx'rot, Gaby G ide, Goose Step and
ths Bluee. I am slmost convineced that
the Malays adopted tae “Ronggang” from
the Peacock darce !

After a while a- other Peic ck takes the
ring and starte his steps, whilst the first
quietly steps ou‘, and &5 cintinues the
dance until the 1agt cock has had a go and
with him the Jimboree ends. A besk

palaver ig then heli amongst the Cocks
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the begt dancer, whi'st the hene do the
cackling and waiting and epeculating as to
who will be the lncky one to be chosen !

At the end of the p lav:r the favoured

doeg the Foxtrct and B'ues up to the hen

Gaby-glides away with her on their
honeymoon. The n¢x* best dancer then
takes the ring and carries out the same
procedure, followed in rotation by the

diffreent directicos.

The Stork and the Crane

Ths Stork ie a wading bird and is cha-
racteriaad by haviog long legs and a long
baak. The C-ace on the other hand has also
1 ngs legs but pogs=sses a ghort b ak. By
natura these birds are vary diguifizd and
gullen., Their 1 kes and diglikes to any
one peréon or animal ig very marked.
They m-ka grod friends but bad anemies,
Ag witch-dogs th-r2 i3 nothing to sirpaes
them.

1 bai a S ork in my eollec'ion of birde.
I tied him up for a few days and let him
looss. [aking a general survey of the
garden and e mpound he finally sslected
the litter and took up his fature abode
bshind the k'techen and ro'hing on earth
wonld induce him to gtray away from his
gelected domain, Hoa algo to k mito him-
ge1f a pal in tha shipe of my terrier and
they became grest friend>. Anyone ap-
proaching from the back-yard was
promp ly hald up by the terrier and if an
a‘tempt wae made to get past him the
Stork promptly tocrk a hand by attsck-
irg the intruder bat ca the other hand if
the pargon got past the terrier without
bsing barked a, then the Stork let him
by !

The Crane I ob'ained a ecouple of
monthg afterwards. There wag a battle
r.y:1 between thegs two on the first
dey they met. Iremenberthe incident
vividly for old Ms'din, my Gamekeeper,
came out ecc'nd best for bheing tactless
careless in hanilnz theee hirde. The
fight started by Mu'din's foclishnees in
bringing the two tcgaiher, The stork
beicg startled and unoprepared for a
triendly introduction, promplly set to
withon® any farther ado, and what a fight
it wag!

The Crane bair g the largsr bird of the
two was getting the better of the fight
antil the Tarrier took a hand in and even
up thinge abit, Ma'din etepping into the
breach picked up the Crane and not beiug
sver eareful in the handling cof the bird
got seversly pecked for hig paing snd
to add ingnit to Ir jury the Stork a tacked
him as wel]_ Ever ginea that day and

one among the Cocks tskes the rirg and|

cf his choice and do'ng the Goose-S:ep|

other cock-birds, who wend their way in|




onwardg, My'din was always molested if
he got anywhera nesr enouzh t) either
the Crans or the Stork, who developod a

|dielike for him,

The Jun.le Fowl (Ayam Utan)

I think we have ail 82an a Jangle-fowl
gometime or another o I wou’c go into
details in deseribing it, except to say that
the Cockbird ie gorgeous y plamaged com-
pared with that of his domesticated
cougin. Ualike his relativas the Peaccck
and ths Argus Pheagant who ars hugs
and timid, Natura h:s deemed it best to
nndergize the Jauagle Cockbird but hag in-
gtilled in him an instinet of fearlessnese
that gnrpasges anything I know of in any
other bird in Msa'ava,

He iz a born fighter and will take on
anything in feathers and in s fight will
never eay die until it is dead. Natare has
provided him with a pair of spurs that he
uges to a deadly ¢ffect ag I know it to my
coet, for I have lost many a domesticated
rooster at the hande of one of thege gentry.
I kave never known a Jangle Cockbird to
take up a challenge, fight and ron away,
When they do meet, and that’s pretty
oftep, they fight to the death.

The Jangle cockbird revels in polyg-
gamy and it is not uncommon to meet a
cockbird with a brood of hens numbering
from threeto well ever half a dozen,
After a fight he alwaye annex:s his vai-
quished foe’s barem. Sometimes the good
ladies don’t like the look of him go they
fly away and settle in another bird’s
harm.

Now Ladjes and Gentlemen, I shall
deal with the psculiarities of some snakes
and my pergonsal experiences with them,
I shall start with the

Cobra (Ular Tedong)

There are varicus epecies of Cobras,
gome are pa'e mud coloured, others
brown, blue-b a’k and black. All are
hooded. Some of them have the two
gides of the hoo1 marked like an interro-
gation mark (?), whily cthers bear no
marks a° a'l on the hood.

The King Cobra

The real Kirg among the Cobras is the
"Qobra de Capello”. In eclooring it has
a shiny blua.tl.ck sheer. I: never at-
taing & length of over four fect andis
poseessed with an extiaordira-y large
hood with white eonspienong marking,
The beneath part of the bedy, from the
bage of the chin to the anag, is coloured
all the way down with a cresmigh white

tivt, whieh is conspicious by its abgen
in other cobras. Ita bite is reputed t: g:
the mo3t deadliest of all gnakes. It ig

extravrdinarily fieres for its siz2, hence it




ig known as the “King-Cobra,” Thigs
specio ig not to be found in Malays, but
ip Ceylon and India, It is a rare epecie,

The Malayan Cobra

Unlike ite Oeylon and Indian eousine,
thie epecis does not attain a length of
mors than five feet, In colouring i: ig all
of 2 shiny biu'sh-black shesn, which
throws ont eoloursd rays of diffsrent hue
when the eun p'ays on it, It bas an ex-
traordinary small hood and devoid of
markings. A bite from this specicg, al-

though  poigonour, is not 0 deaily ag|,

compsred with its Ind an eousine,

The peculiarity of a eobra is that it],
nnnot bite you ualees it raisess itssif to ||

do g0, 80 one ideals to within two feat af
it, of conree unless you deliberately stick
cut our hand or feet close up against a
cobra’s head, A cobra, when asgry,
raiges ite head feom twalve to eighteen
inches, expands ite hood, swingsits head
from side to eide and then suddenly
lighes cut at yon and bites.

Acother peculiarity in Oobras, in fact
it o'l gnakes, is that they mova about and
tant in palrs. If you kill asnake in your
eomponnd or inside your houss, yon ean
regt sgsnrad that within & few hours the
ma & will appear on the scene. I havs
kilied many a pair of gnakes in my com.
pound and inside my honzs, in the vari-
one Distrieta I have baen gtationed at,
»ihin a fow houra of cna anothar.

The Hamadryad

Thig ig the largest of the poisonous
srak%ed to bs found in Ma'ays, and the
fercest, [ would’nt heeitate a moment to
cive chage to ona and attack, and by jova
it oan cover the ground atan amszing
epeed.  Owing to ite lirg:ness and fieres-
nees it is erronsounsly and ecommeonly e)n-
sidered as the "King-cobra,” which it ig
not? It attaing a langth anything up to
fourt=en feet and for ite giz» and lang h it
bas and extraordinary emall aed elongeted
hood. When disturbed and in anger it
iqgmes & gruat for all the world like a bear
when startled.

The Malayan Viper

Thes> snakes are smuggish and repul-
sive and give one the creepsto look at
them. The Trae Viper and the Pit-Viper
are both fouad in Malayan janglee, Bsiug
of a greenish Lu-, and some times
of a dull muddy ecl>ur, they are vary
bard to recoguise from their 8 r-
reunding till cne iz almost upon tham or
steps on one. Taey are mostly to be
fonnd in Mingrove awampg, sither at the
foot of bakau trees or eurlad up on the
forke or low-lying branches.

The Python (Ular Sawah)
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The Boa e>netristor, or the python &8
it is called in this conntry, is fairly com-
mon, It attains a length scme times well
over twenty-four feet, It is a perfectly
harmlegs snake to msst on the ground as
long a3 it has not grippal a gtump or sap-
ling with the end of its tail, in which
caga it ia pogitively dangsrous to get
wilhin reaching distanes of it. For this
grip en«bles it to eael itsalf romnd ila
prey and cerush lifs ount,

The Crocodile (Buaia)

Theas raptiles are esld-blooded bruies
¥ nature, lookd and waye, They attaiu a
201 length and live ap to a very ripe
ol1ags. In a erocrdile the lower jaw is
‘.tionary and the upper jaw movable,
0. a gnnny day the females are to b2
sesn drowsing on the muddy banks of
crookeg and rivers, but nsvar a male cro-
a>dila, for nature hag built kim so that he
i .ds it an encumbrance to claim up 2
siver bank, henca he kaops to the water
cloge to a bank,

A orogodile ig raputed tonoi eata body
or careags not of his own killing. Taere
is & great deal of truth in this, for [ have
geeri on several occasiond the carcisans
of goats, degs, fowl eic, going down
with ths tide, followe1 by crosodiles and
not toncked. They kill their own pray
Ly seizing it unexpectedly on the edge of
1 river and dregging it into deep
witer, drowns it by hclding it under
water, after which it ig buried for a couple
of days until decomposition gets in
and thea it ie devoured,

A croeodile by nature ig timid of man
and on the approich of one will, if it ia
inthe water, quistly eink cut of sight,
ani if on a2 mud-bank rush iato the water
on gighting one, Somstimes a erocodils
gete carelegy and goes to eleep on a mud-
bank, in which cage it falls an esey victim
to the rifle; a% other times a erceodile,

with his mouth wide open, relies entirely |,

on ingide information of approaching
danger from itg pal the Saad-piper, who
ie generally found busily engaged playing
8t "tooth-picker” ineide the mouth of the
erocodile, who on the approach of mav,
pipes ont the danger warning and flies
away, whilst the crocodile on the other
hand snaps hig jawa together and ghootd
into the water.

A croeodile’s tall, when wielded, is &
weapon to be vespected and reckoned
with, for a blow from it hag been known

to emash up a fair size sampan and ehat-
ter the legs of a man. A female crocodile
on an average lays about fifty egee &t

gitting and hag been known to lay &&®
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much as gevanty eggs at a time.
Now, I ghall endeavour to give you



brief asconnts of the peculiaritics of
certain animalg that I have met and
gludied duaring my carger ad a Foreg'

Officar and a Shiksri.

The Moutedeer (Plandok)

The Mouasdaer iz the smallest of G .m:
snimals in Malaya, Thers are three specics
of the family namsoly the Piandok the
grallest, the Naiok which i3 slightls
latger and the Kenahi!, the largest of the
three. They are very fast sprianters having
very thin and dslic t» shaped lsg: whieh
Enap quite easily.

They are, including the Napoh sn-
Kenchil, the most barm'ess and inoffan.
sive animals on earth, Bsing g2 natnee
has provided them with a pair of inecisor:
attached to the upper a7 with wkich
they protect themselves from harm, A-
pets they ars quickly tamed and are
Lyvable little animals to rear, and gan
be trained to do little easy trioks.

Ialways wondered what oarthly nse
theze pair of curved incisors wers to &
little animal of its 'z until one day 1
#aw them brought into ngs and I was pat
wise, Oaton a desr hunt on Pangkor
Island, Dinding?, one day, I was g'a ding
a few yarde a way on a dear irack wailing

for the guarry to coms along. The dogs|

gava tongue and I was prepared for even.
tuslities when a little monge-dear appear-
ed on the scene and steppad withia a faw
yvards of me,

He evidently did not gee me gtanding

hahind a bush. He looked aromnd and!|

liatenad to the tongning of the dogs grow-

ing closer, then suddsnly 1oking up he|
backed on his haunshes and ghot into the |!

air. To my utter sarprise I zaw this

little monss-dser hanging to an overhang- |

ing branch with this two carved incisora.
With the jerk of his neck he steadied
himgel? and drawing his four limbs in
kept porfecily guist, I wag very interest-
ed watehing him,

A coupls of minuies afterwirda the

tonguing doge rashed past along the psth, j
Thie little plindok, finding the @onrgs|!

c'ear, reloased himself by jerking hia
heal back and landed on his feet and
deubled back on his tracke and dig ppear
ed,

The Barkiog Deer (Kijang)

Thege deer—%non lieally a3 the
Kijing—are fairiy common in Malaya.
In 8iz3 a K. jine reesmbles an Indian goit
on a largs seals, Ilg pecaliarity licg in
the bark which ig a wvery loud sharp
and cbrupt yap, which gtartles one cut of

hiz wits when heard within cloge proxi- |

mity to on= of thess animals in the jun-
gle. The other pecnliarity lieg in ite
horns get on long boay stalke, whose tips
ara curved inwarde and towards one
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anothsr, If thay wers curvel inwards
and ontwards they ean b3 very nss'y
when in nss.

I remember an amuging ineldent one
day st Lumat when my pet Kijang got
on the war-pith, A certain high Gcvirn-
ment Offieial paid a wigit to Lumaut,
Dindings, He was walking slong the
six-foot pzth to the Offies with the Dis.
triet Offiger, with the Staff from ths
Office waiching them (‘nc'uding myeslt),
% hen snddenly wa notizcdol my K jang
ga'loping up the path makiog for the
Offiea and for me,

The Digtrict Officer had jn3: tima to
step aside but not 8o this other Ofier,

0l] “Kijo” dii’at w-it for a formal ia-|

troduction, but lawering hia heal on the
ran, introdncsd hkis korna to this high
Official’s tronger-geat and tranaferred him
into the slashy desin along:ida, which hoa
found himsse!f geated in 2 most undign’-
fisd poeition minus his bat, Tte Kijing
in the meantime made straight for the
Office and buittng his way through to me
aud laying himaelf at the fest of my
chair looked about, perfect!y nuneoncerned
that by his littla  sect of die-
courtesy, he had landed me into
an awfol mees,

Thisg Official and the Distriet Officar ra-
traced their stepito the D.O’s Qnarte s,
Sesing this I quickly made tracke for my
Quarters followad by tha dosile "Kijo.”
Getting homse I l-cked him up in my
hadroom, entirely forgettinz that my
young tigsr-enb '"Riman” was nilesp
under my bed. I went back to the Office
sxpecting a dressing down, but to my snr
prise Kijo's” little escipe vas treated
ag & joke by both thig high Offi ial and
the Digtrict Officer.

Getting home I hsard a devil of a eom-
motion being waged in my badroom,
Ualocking ths door T rushed in to find
"'Rij>"” on my bei fasing the Toilst tahia.
Heo atood on his hind lega and cocking hie
head to a side shargad the alrsady dimag-

ed mircor aad table, The recoil threw him |
back wards to the floor, where gathering)

himaslf together  qguickiy chargod
“Rimsu,” who evidently having been
charged several times befors my arrival,
rather ressnted furiher familiarities from
“Rijo" and gnarlicg siapped him on ihe
age,
3 I tied them both up. ''Rimar” rsmern-
bered the incident and sulked for daye
but not go "'Kijo” he forgot his differer ce

‘| with "Riman” but remembered the wir-
‘| ror, for whenever he got into my bed-

voom he jumped on the bed to faze the
mirror and, like the Irishman, wanted to
try conclusions with his own reflsation
tor gomething better to fight with.

The Wild Boar (Babi Utan)

2 P * _2tam anAd Mantlaman. T aoma to
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8| an animal that all trne sportsmen respect

d love to hunt. He ig the terror of the
a ?t?ngle and even a tiger respecte him, un-

| 1e88 of eourze the former can get him un-
awarsg from behind,

I could give you several interesiing
ingtances of the boar’s bravery but as time
is prepsicg T shall confine mysslf to one
or two., Even at this distant data I realice
how close tc death I wae when I ghot my
firat boar, Alorg with Mat Liae, a Malay
3ettlement Officer who slwaye sccompani-
»d u3 on these hunts, we arrived at the
adga of the b ukar area.

Two doge off the lzsh entering the aras
cromptly put up a boer and the tonguing

f thege two doge excited ithe eloven held
by m# on lashes and cka'vs, The strain
wag too severs and a1 I was uoable to un
ligh thom I !et gn, with tha resn't they
sll rushad in aftar ths boar with their
laghsg and et aing on. Mat L'ay gwearing
ha® it wssa 'Bibi Kiama ’ promptly
alimbsd up a tre2e and stayed there.

I went in efter the bosr who wag held
it bay sbont a hundred feot ingide, Get-
iing within thirty feet of it I
puiled off a ball cartridge at  his
stomacs, which I thonght was the safest
gpot to ghoot at. In a twinkls tha!
bo:r charged snd mivsed me by incheg,
for on th2 eba se I goi behind a gtamp
of atree just in time to gee the enrsged
animal go past me like a streak of light-
ning,

He had already killed two dogs
when brought to bay before I had =
ghot at him. When he misged me he wag
brought to bay azain by the dogs about
thirty feet away. Not knowing what fo
do I stood where I was for about ten
minutes ligtening to the awlal din and
tothe yelping of the dogs as thay got
geverely hurt or killed ontright, 80 re-
loading my fowling-piece [ rughed in
and gotting within fifteen feet of it I
mancured ronnd cantiougly and took up
a vosition facing the bor,

O #ing ‘o the shiub being in my
way I plamped myeslf down on my
haunnehes, raised my gan to fira whean one
of the dcgs got in the way. Shouting to
him I wag just sbout tofire when that
boar charged straight at msa, He hit tke
barrels fauli with his forehead, which
caneed my gun to go off with a territl:
explozsion, Ths next thing I knew wae
[ found myself doubls eomersinliing
backwards snd bseoming nuconsge ous,

I don’t know how long [ wee in that
gtate, but when I came to everything was
quiet on the we:tern front, but on tryirg
to use my a'me to gat up, the terrifie
pein on my left shoulder showed that my

collar bone waa fractnred, Sitting up
T lankad oteaicht ahsad and thare. nat




t‘hree gprees from me, wes lying the
*‘Babi Krawma?’ with ba'f his head literally
blown off, and the dog I bad shouted
to lying on the side behind him dead,
Laving been ripped clean cpen on the
right side.

The Tiger (Rimau)

Now, Ladieg and Gentlemen, I ghall
talk on an snimal that I am most fami-
j'ar with in more ways than one, By
Emture ths tiger i timid of man and
flwaye get out of the way of mankind,
exoopt when it is Fa assed, hart or con-
perad aud then it will attsek you. From
a enb up to & cer.ain age it is very playful
and botaves like a young e¢zt, They
can be sagily tamed whether yourg or
old a1d trained to do tricks, A femals is
much more diffienl: to handle or train.

Tasy love lying on their bicks and
baving the'r necks and the bzck of taeir
carg tickled. Yon ghouidn't ellow a tiger,
yonng or old, to lick your band or
any part of sour body for the tougnsis
wo rcugh and eerrated that it i3 nothing
elin but e thin fl x b'e fils with a very
rongh snrface, when appliad it {a%ee the
gkin off in ons bard lick. When in cap-
tivity as a enb, feed it with yams,
potatoss, berbe, rics snd a hard well
¢l aned bone to play sbout with,

As it grows oider throw in smail
nok: of meat tkat have bsen thcroughly
soaked go thst the blood ie all washed off.
Tie the snimal unp first efore you
give it a feed snd don’tgo any-
where near it, for this is the time
\hey gat savage and will noi basitate to
attack one. Taate of blood for ithe first
rime in eaptivity throws a tiges back into
gavagery and then it is lime you either
ghoot it or e3gad it up.

A tiger's gsnza of sight and hasring is
pretty kesn, but not so of small. A tiger's
head, when the anima! in on ths move in
the jucgle, i# oconsgtantiy ins awing ng
motion from lefs te right and the elighteat
movsment within rangsof hig vielon i@
sighted at onecs. A blow from 2 tiger’s
paw will break the neck or bick of an
ordinary antmal and bash in th» gkall of
a humin being. The claws will tear the
tonghtecst of flesh, muezl:g or toadsns, O
ribborg, and ths jaws are €0 powerfa!
tha’ they wil erack or erash 2 thigh-bons
2 you would a pea-nut.

Becoming a Man-Eater

Thera are two reajons how s tiger
comes to be a man-ea'er. Tas firg: ia
through old sge and inabilily o Lunt it
asual prey where sp2ed and aclivity Ll‘s?s
a prominen: part. The second isl:zing
respect for mankind by beicg constantly
in proximity to them when working on
Estates frim_;lng- a jangl:, or P.W.D,

a3 cmasnbe theanoh
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Timber-cutters working on their lone”

i thick jangle.
E‘mzzllenx;:mriex:mod Saikari ¢:n tau whe-
‘Ither it ig an "Old Timer” or a Yoang
Un' at the game that has killed a human

being by examining the body. An -‘-'Old-l-
Timer” generally eate up the fleshy paris
;jot its victim and usnally trara open the
throat and drinks upthe blood, whilat a

Young-Un" 1saves the threat and fleshy
taria alone snd confines itseif to the
brzin, hands and feet of the vietim.

I remember an ineident where that won-
derful Shikari William Hay shot a tiger
and tigress within h 1f a2 minute of one
snother. We eat up over a kill all night,
the night bsing a bright moonlit one, evi-
deutly the tiger or tigers were aware of our
pregencs, for nothing happened nor was
the kill vigited: Early next morning we
c:me* down the machan and went to the
Eampong to refresh ourgelves and return-
ed within the hour to find that the kill
had been removed,

The examination of the ground prove:d
that two tigers had removed the kil
which was a bullosk, Hay changed guns
and armed with a 12-bore followed the
track and ecams upon them pitting over
ths kill, which they had dragged in a
g2mi circls to within twenty yards of the
originil gpot uhder the machan. With-
cut farther aid, Hay bowled over the
iger with hig left barrel over the kill
and with his right tarrel brought down
the tigeress that ppravg at him, the two
shotg fired being within & fraction of a
?;nute. Tho tigress hardly had a skul!
eft,

()—The Malayan Bison (Seladang)
A Seladang ig a beautifally built animal
and at a glancs one c¢an gse nobleness and
strength written all over him. His head
and pair of horne are a trophy that a big-
gams? hunter will rigk hig life to possess.
For its efze it can ba clagsifisd amongst
the flseteat animale in the world. A Sela-
dang’s sense of smell, gight and hearing
is really wonderfunl. They know no fear
snd wil( charge one on the glightest pro-
voeation and have bsen known to break a
man in two with ita horne and tear one to
piecea with the hoofs of the fore. fest.

Their very fiercelessness ig their safe-
guard from attacks by other animals. A
.iger or paather has never been known to
attack a Seladang. The Cows are not go
iangerous but they can be just ag danger-
ous when prot-cting their yonng. Soms
thirty years bick Oiptain Siyers, the late
Commisgioner of Pc.lice, Sslangor. and
the greatest Shikari Malaya has ever seen,
wag kilied by a Ssladang in the wilde of
Pahang.

There are wvarions versions as to how




Sayera came to mee: hig death at the
havids of a Seladang, bui I shall tell
you what I hea-d from sn old Malay
shikari a* Knala Krai Pahang, who
accompanied Oaptain Sayers oo his last
and fateful shoot, I was always keen
on visiting the gpot where he was killed,
so when gtationed in the Temerloh
Distriet in Central Pahang, I looked up
thiis old M4'ay at Knala Krai and accom-
paiiad by him and a couple of my Forsst
Guards visited the area where poor old
Sayers was killed.

According t> this old Mailay, Sayers
arrived at Ku 11 Krai with another friend
—a feotsman namaed MasKeuvz'e. The
next rorning, sccomp:znied by this old
M:lay Ma'aii snd two other Malay
trockira, th=y poled up the Sangei Krzi
from cff the Pahong river and that after- |
2ocn ¢ mpe!l on tha bank, Early the
nex! mornirg, having lceated a herd
tho previcus afternoon it is allegr-d that
Bayers, M2rKerzie, Ma'all and th» two
Mzlay gun-bearers went in quest of this
berd, oid Ma’ali leading the way. |

Wil ia the foremocsn thay caxme up
with the hard and as this was M:c-
Koy ziz® firsl expedition and besing keen
to bag his firg: Selidang, the crder of
appreaching thie herd wss reversed by
MicKsnz'e takirg Sayer’s place behind
Ms!i. Abont half an honr afterwarde.
ida’sli gpied a bull partly hidden behind
2b rtem c'uamp a little digtanee cff ani
disw Ssyer’s attention to it; who in tara
tried to draw MsacKenzie’s attention to
the animsl.

Tre latter not baing an experienced
hunter was not able to locate it, and it is
a i2ged ihat in his excitement! he natfe
more noige than wad neesgssry, with the
rcgult that the se’'a’a'g w.a on the
chirge bofore they knew what wse hayp-
poring.  MasKenzis fired end missed
and tried to get omt of ths way, but
beirg lame in one l-g he triyped over a
ereeper and want gprawling ount of the
way of the charging s:ladang, srd this
unafortuanate mishap ecunded the death-
knell of po:r old Saysre,

Sive s who was delibar-tely behinid
MacKanzis bafors the mishap, vow £ und
aimaeif g'arding directly ia the waw of
the charging brute, who was almost
o1 him, & he fired point blavk ad
mortally wounded tha bruts, This
caheckad the charga bat not bzfore the
seladang got Sayers in the ribs a1d bored
a bols gclean throngh him, It is alleged
thut the bruta then ghook Savyers off his
hsrng and tbhrew him twenty feet npin
the air and on the d:gezent did tha eame
:hing ones :giin and then toppling over
ya it gide, want to sleep for good.

Sayers’ byiy, which was literully
oarted in tweo, was taken dowa thi

D.hona sivar and inta Knala Tnmnnr an
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turicl in the cametery thsre. The
trophy wad bronght down aad after
the head bal baen stuffed wsae placei in
the Mueeum for gome yesra from where
|it wasg lit=r removed and placel i the
bar-room of the old '"Spotted-Dog” (ihe
Selangor Club), and a few years back
'lit was removed by Capt, Sayers’ widow
| to Eagland.
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