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PLANTERS IN COUNCIL.

P. A. M. ANNUAL MEETING.

® THE MARAMA SCANDAL.
CABLE TO THE R. G A.

FOOD PRODUCTION.

In the Town Hall, Kuala Lumpur, on
Wednesday, the annua] general meeting of
the Planters’ Association of Malaya took
place, the meeting occupying the whole of
the day. The chair was taken by Mr. F. G.
Harvey, and there was a representative ga-
thering of delegates present from all the
associated D.P.A.'s except from Kelantan:

Messrs, M. Gilmﬂl'ﬁ‘, C.ihe CmSh-

@ W. H. Bragg, Carlyle Bell, G.
W.. Bennett, A. P., Chalmers, V.
C. Manmers, C. Weesly, and J. S.
‘Arter (Batu Tiga D.P.A.), Vicomte R. de
Bondy (Centra] Pahang P.A.) P. A. Lawford
A. H. Orr, and J. S. Ferguson (Central
Perak P.A.), J. S. Beldam, C. S. Buyers,
and C. W. Bronson (Johore P.A.), H. L
Lamotte, C. H. Shelton-Ager. B. Biggn
and N. F. L. Marshall (Kajang D.P.z_\.),
L. Mooijaart, W. Fisher, W. L. R. O’Brien,
W. S. Price, J. F. Fletcher, M. H. Corke,
L. Compton, V. Kinlock, Captain F. H. |
Brunton, E. H. King-Harman, (Kapar
D.P.A.). R. M. Bonsfield, S. C. Yeomans,

@ R. Battiscombe and H. R. Quartley (Klang
D.P.A)., H O. Kennedy, F. H. Mustard
and H. €. W. Avery (Kuala Langkat D.P.
A). R. St, John Gore, -F. Clyde-Jeavons,
H. Armstrong, G. Reeve-Tucker, F. S. Wil-
liams. W. E. Hilton Ress, J. B. Douglas,
H. B. Wilkinson, D. M. Tibbs, F. M. Riley,
W. B. Anderson, G. P. Barnet, D. S. Ainger,
W. D. Fraser (Kunala Lumpur D.P.A.), T.
H. Menzies, J. M. Ferguson, R W. G. Mer-
cer. C. G. Trotter, W. M. Gordon, T. L.
Qtavena R.. A White. H. G. 'L Richards.




G. De Morney, H. B. Dudley and C. V.
Lermit (Kuala Selangor D.P.A.), W. Ro-
berts and H. de H. Smith (Lower Perak
P.A.), H. Gough, H. R. Moullin, R. H.
Thrupp, J. W. Kennedy, J.
Cruickshank,  A. A Craigen, M.
Strivens and E. D. Lane (Malay Peninsula
)A.A.), J. Bruce, G. Grant, R. Gooch, W. D.
McCulloch, V. A. Taylor, A. Burgess, G.
w. Hingston, J. Burgess and
J. H. Talbot (Negri Sembilan P.A.), C.
0. T. Powell, G. Low, and W. H. Tate
(Taiping P.A.) R. A. Tivy, M. D. Fallon,
G. C. Bailey, J. Gordon-Brown and W. H.
PDakeyne (Ulu Selangor D.P.A.), Cyril Bax-
endale (R.G.A. Council), J. C. Macanly,
E. S. Biddlecombe, Dr. B. Day, W. R. Hen-
derson, G. W. F. Clifiord, G. L. Catho,
F. G. Pasmore, B. J. Eaton, Geo Grant
(Klang) A. Anderson, J. Firth, J. C. Ham-
mett and B. Bunting (Visitors), and J. Lew-
ton-Brain, Director of Agrienlture (Honor-
ary Member) and H. C. E. Zacharias (Sec-
retary).
Tuae Pexaxc MEerTING.

The Chairman said he had taken upon
himself to arrange the meeting in the Town
Hall, rather than at the P.A.M. chambers,
for two reasons. Firstly, because their usual
rooms were notoriously bad rooms for hear-
ing, and secondly, because they were glary.
He had hoped to see many more present, but
probably more would turn up later on.

With regard to the minutes of the meet-
ing of January 29th, the Chairman read the
following: ‘‘Proposed by the Johore Plan-
ters’ Association: That the mInutes of the
last meeting be confirmed with the exception
of the resolution referring to the remarks of
the Chairman and others, which resolution
shall be removed from the minute book and |
the remarks made by the Chairman and‘
others at the Penang meetlng be restored
thereto. ™ l

The Chairman said he ruled this proposal
out of order, not on his own responsibility
alone. He had taken proper advice on the
matter, and this proposal could not stand. l

(Applaunse).

The resolution passed by the Malay Pe-
ninsular Agricultural Association, said the |
Chairman, was not down on the agenda as a
proposal, but only to be brought to the
notice of all members.

On behalf of the Central Perak Planters®
Association, Mr. Ferguson proposed and Mr.
‘Gordon Brown seconded, ‘““That this meeting
desires to place on record its regrets at the
circumstances which brought about the re-
signation of Mr. R. C. M. Kindersley from
the Chairmanship of the P.A.M.” Del
from the Malay Peninsula A.A., Taiping
P.A., Negri Sembilan P.A., Ulu Selangor
P.A., Kuala Lumpur D.P.Al. Batu Tica




P.A., Lower Perak P.A. Kapar D.P.A.,
and Klang-Selangor P.A., supl;)orted tﬁig
resolution, which was carried unanimously.
Mr. Lawford proposed, and Mr. Orr sec-
:mded, on behalf of the Central Perak P.A. :
‘Thattlus Mmeeting desires to record its
appreciation of the services rendered to the
planting industry generally by Mr. Kin-
de'rslthe ;)yA bﬁth lndhis capacity of Chairman of
.AM. an ) 5
3k member of the Federal
The Chairman  said he
like to have his name associated wiﬂ:’ otlllllg|
mgolutxon. He had been a close personal
fnend_ of Mr. Kindersley for some consider- |
able time, and he did not think anyone knew
better than himself, how much hard and
conscientious work Mr. Kindersley had done |
for the planting industry in all matters per-
1:1mng to it. e proposal was then put te |
the meeting and carried without dissent. |
On behalf of the Centra) Perak P.A., it
was .pr‘oposed, seconded and carried ‘‘nem
con,” ““That this meeting is in favour at
all times of free and fair criticism on any
questions affecting the planting industry.”
s J. D. McCullach proposed, and Mr.
thooqaar!; seconded, “That the minutes of
he me,e’tmg held on Januarr 20th be now
passed.” This was carried without dissent.

War Rervier Foxp.

The Secretary stated that $164,000 had
been collected for the Planters’ War Reliel
Fund by members of the P.A. M. up to date.
During the last quarter of 1018, £500 was,
paid out, and there was now in hand some
£35,000. With regard to the Association’s
letter of December 4th, 1918, in which they
asked for an expression of opinion as t
what capital sum should be aimed at, Sir
William Taylor had replied that he had con-
sulted the numbers of the London Commit-
tee on the subject, and their views were|
divergent, but that the view unanimously
held was, that a definite expression of opi-
nion at present would be difficult if not im-
possible.  Sir William Taylor said Mr.
Arthur Young, one of the members of the
Committee was about to leave for Malaya,
and had kindly undertaken to confer with,
them on this subject. A later Tetter fmm1
Sir William Taylor said the majority of the
London Committee were satisfied that no
more money was required, on the other
hand, there was a minority who thought that
the full affects of the war had not been felt
as vet, and that more money should be col-
lected. Mr. Arthur Young had arrived here,
said the Secretary, and had interviewed him.
Mr. Young said it was very difficult to ar-
range annuities, they thought the best plan
would be to make allowances from time to
time  as rveauired. Mr. Young reminded




' il-l-!-'r_l- 'th;-t; t_h_el Planters’ Benevolent Fund had
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not supplied the whole of this money, some
having been sunbscribed by the Tin section
of the community, and some by merchants,

. and therefore it was mot for the planters

to decide absolutely what should be close
with the balance in hand.

The Chairman proposed that the fund be
now closed, if any farther cases of parti-
cular hardship should occur conneted with
Malaya, another fund could be opened. which
he felt sure wonld be properly supported.

Mr. McCulloch said he would second this.
He knew of a number of planters who weve
continuing their subscriptions, on the an-
derstanding that the next month,would he

. the last. It was better to close the fund in
; & Lourishing condition, than to wait unt!

subscriptions fell off and dwindled to no-
thing.

Mr V. A. Taylor was also quite In acooml
with the Chairman on the closing of the
fund. If more money were required in the
future, all planters would undoubtedly sum-
seribe to a new fund. If more money wae
required, there would surely be some nos-
fication to this effect from Home.

Mr. Cyril Baxendale said. speaking as an
individual only, he certainly was of opinton
that they had already collected a sufficient
sum.

It was proposed by Mr. Kennedy, second-
«d by Mr. Tait and carried unanimously that
the Planters’ War Relief Fund be now
closed.

TaE MaraMa: More Facts

The Chairman said he thought the pass-
ages by the s.s. Marama might now be ats-
cussed. He would be pleased if any mem-
bers who had first hand information would
speak. o

A Kajang planter said those present who
. knew his wife, would, he felt sure not accuse
“her of enhrgmg upon matters. He then
proceeded to read excerpts from her letter
from Colombo in which she described things
on board as indescribably shocking.

A Negri Sembilan representative and a
representative from Ulu Selangor also reaa
portions of letters, all of which described
the terrible hardships many of the women
and children on board had undergone,
through overcrowding, insufficient staff,
gross insanitary arrangements, etc. Two
children  had  died between  Port
Swettenham and Colombo ; five
miscarriages had occurred ; there were only
four stewardesses amongst over 400 women
and children ; the latrines had not been clean-
' ed out for the ten days occupied between Port
| Swettenham and Colombo ; some 30 odd of
the male passengers had iormed themselves
| into relief squads, and were doing stewards’
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| WorK pesiaes 109KINg after sanitary matters ;
. through the awful stench and heat on board,
| there was a great plague of flies ; it was fear-
ed there would be an outbreak of dysentery or
even cholera through the total inadequacy of
sanitary arrangements; the men had now
volunteered, rather than make a stay of five
days at Colombo, (in quarantine) to under-
take the cleaning of latrines, decks, etc.
Some women were three and others four days
{without a change of  clothes, after
“leaving Port Swettenham, as they
! could not get their boxes
‘Or trunks, and the children, particularly the
younger of them, fared even worse.
| A Batu Caves planter, who had also receiv-
ed letter:érom his wife, said she corroborated
| all the statements already made and said
i the conditions on board were absolutely in
describable and scandalous beyond belief-
| The Chairman said perhaps Dr. Day would
like to say something.
| Dr. Day said he thought it would perhaps
{ be best if they all considered how the
Mara:;u wta; got out. He went inte details
regarding the requisitioning of the Nore and
Novara for Germans, mzingmentxoned that
later, Mr. Kindersley and others made strong
representations to Government, for a ship to
~be procured to take away their wives and
children.  Sir Arthur Adams mwzde further
strong representation to Government, until
finally they were told that the Marama was

being sent as a relief ship : As regards the
classification of passages, from a health point
of view, he regrotied to say that he was afraid
the greatest care had not been taken to ensure
the most serious cases of illness being given
priority as regards passages. 'Speakmg per-
sonally, one had to do one’s vest of course,
with regard to one’s own patients, but there
was very little doubt that some ladies who
had been in the country only a matter of two
vears, were granted passages, while serious
cases of i'lness were shut out. He went down
to Port Swettenham, and went on board the
Marama. She was a fine ship, and a clean
one, but he was told that there was practical-
Iy no milk on board—and that with over 200
chiidren on board.

Casre 10 R.G.A

Mr. Mooijaart said it appeared that they
had beiore them 3 case of one of the greatest
hardship which had ever come before that
Association, all on account of mismanage-
ment and absolute incompetence < f those res.
ponsible in this matter. They could do very
little, if anytlung, to alleviate this suffering,
as the Marama was then only soma 36 4 urs
out of Marsei:les. But they coald, an! he
hoped they w<ula, make every endeavour to
fix the responsibilitv for this wess scandal




on to the proper shoulders, so that they, who. |
ever it was, shall be brought t, book. He
theref re bezg-] o propose, that a eable rram
be sent now to the London Committee of the
R.G.A., to go on board, if possible, on arri-

va', and make the strictest inquiries with the
main ‘dea Hf fixxng the responsibility <f ¢
grave a scandal on those responsible for it

Mr. King Hyrmosn suggestea oo ng higher
than the R.(G.A., why not direct : the I me
Government ? ‘

Mr. Dakeyne snzgested the Society of
Estate Medical Officers should a'so cable.

Mr. Monteith suggested the Board of Trade
at Home should be communicated with by
cable at ones as every ship wis supposed to
conform: to o (&lr regulations 4@ regu.ds
sanitation, overcrewding, «te.

Mr. Baxendale suggested it was more a
matter for the Straits Association than th:
R.G.A. as it concerned many other people
out here besides planters.  He felt sure the
R.G.A. would be glad to do all they could in
the matter, but he thought the Straits Asso-
ciation were in a better position to do  con
siderably more.

Mr. Mooijaart proposed, Vr  Kennedy
seconded, and it was carried by the meeting
that a telegram, by express ratzs, be despat
ched at once to the R.G.A. in Lendon, as
follows : — ““ P.A.M. request you to kindly
constitute immediately a committee of in-
quiry to enquire on arrival if possible of s.«
Marama into alleged hardships on board dae
to overcrowding, imsufficient staff, insanitary
arrangements, ete.. etc., with a view of fixing
the responsibility, should such allegations
prove well founded. Suggeit also that you
approach Board of Trade, Colomial Office,
Admiralty and Straits Association.”

Mr. Kennedy proposed that a copy of this
telegram be sent to all Chambers of Com-
merce and Chambers of Mines, in the Straits
and F.M.S., with a view to them taking simi-
lar action. which would strengthen the hands
of the P.AM. This was seconded by Mr. V.
A. Taylor and carried.

Mr. Lamotte said with regard t) overcrowd-
ing, the Marama took 560 cot rases to New
Zealand. |

Dr. Day said he telegraphed om Monday to
Dr. Galloway requesting him to approach the
Medical Committee in London for them to
take action in the matter. -

ThededChairman proposed, Mt;;o Jeavons
secon and ‘'t was agreed to hy meeting.
“That Government be asked to take imme-
diate steps with regatd to the formation of a
properly consti Board of Control, for the
classification of passages accorling to priori-
ty of illness, such Board to consist chiefly of
medical officers.”’

TaMin IMMIGRATION.




Papers on Tamil Immigration. contained
in a pamphlet of some fifty odd papers were
laid on the table, and shortly discussed. Thae
publication was somewhat late, said the
Chairman, because they had thought it best
to ask Dr. Day and Mr. Mooijaart to reply t»
comments in their report.

Mr. Taylor proposed and Mr. Ferguson
seconded that in view of the very excellent
imformation contained in this pamphlet, and
in view of the time when shipping accommo-
dation would be considerably improved that
a sub-committee be formed to consider t(he
information now available regarding Preven-
tive Quarantine.

Mr. Kennedy said, after reading all the
printed matter in the memorandum, that
there was no need for Preventive Quarantine.

The Chairman said he was convinced it
would be 3 step very much in the wrong
direction. ,

Mr, Kennedy asked the Association to re-
cord its warm thanks to Mr. Gilman Dr.
Brooke, Dr. Wellington and o‘hers for their
share in this very valuable and comprehen-
sive report. -

The Secretary read a letter from the Con-
troller of Labour dated April 4th, which
stated that cholera had broken out in the
Malabar district.

Esta1e HospiTaLs

The Secretary said that since the acenda
and correspondence had been printed, he Laa
received letters from the R G.A., datea
March 6th, of great importance. He then
read the following letters : —

March 6, 1919.

WGENERAL MATTERS : MEDICAL—ESTATE
HosPrTALS.

With reference to the P.A.M Minutes of
25th November, 1918, I think you will like
to be posted with regard to discussions at
meetings of my Council on the subject of
Medical Research. In 1917 following on a
communication from Dr. Maleolm Watson to
Mr. Norman Grieve, the Council appointed a
sub-Committte comsisting of Mr. Norman
Grieve (as Convener) Mr. F. W, Barker, Mr.
P J. Burgess, Mr Charles Emerson, Mr, R.
W. Harrison, Major E. A. O. Travers,
R.AM.C., subsequently Mr. E. Mactadyen
and Dr. Watson (after his arrival in Eng-
land) were co-opted to the Committee,

The attached reports of the Committee tc
the Council will give you the steps taken by
the Rubber Growers’ Association to date. Dr.
Watson was invited to address the Council
at their meeting on the 6th January, 1919
and during the course of his remarks gave




interesting figures and statistics regaraing |

the health conditions of the Labour Force in

F‘Iui:ve <hown the extract from the P.A.M.
minutes to Mr. Norman Grieve and he would
be greatly obliged if youn would keep me ad-
vised of the progress of events g -;alaya. :
I cannot find the draft Bill in the Gazet'e
and if you can let me have a copy I shall be
obliged. :
legxe following extract from minutes of a
meetings of the Borneo Chamber of Commerce
held on 21st December, 1918 will give you an
idea of what they think of Government Hos-
pitals.
"%\ Resolution from the West Coast Branch
was read, to the effect that the attention of
Government, should be drawn to the deplor-
able condition of their Hospitals, their ntter
lack of quarantine stations, and ir indiffer-
ence in general to the health of the State.”

Reporr oF MED:CAL RESEARCH COMMITTEE

A meeting of the Medical Research Com-
mittee was held on 9th Janus:y, when the
following business was transacted : —As sane-
tioned by the Council at its last meeting Dr.
Malcolm Watson was unanimously co-opted
member of the Committee.

The following letter was Araited and ap-
proved and ordered to be despatched forth-

with to the Under Secrtary of State for the»1

Colonies :
9th January, 1919.

The Council of this Association, being de-
<irous of approacking you on the subject ot
the Medical Treaiment of the Indian Emi-
grants employed on the Rubber Propert.es in
the Malay Feninsula, beg to forward for your
perusal reports made at different times by
the Private Practitioners now engaged in the
work of managing the estate hospita's in

which the labourers are treated The Coun-

cil would draw your attention to the remari:

able results achieved under the Estate Hospi-
tal System in reducing the death rate which

obtained prior to its introduction, from 62.c
per mille in 1911 on a population of 143,614 to
12.17 per mille ir 1917 on a populaticn of
214 972 (Pamphlet C. page 4). It appzars
that a scheme is on foot, founded, my Coun-
cil believe, on g misconception of the facts,
as the official ecrrespondence shown (Paper
No. 7 of 1912 F.M.S.) to alter the present
system which has heen developed at great ex-
pense to the estites, into a system of centre
hospitals, administered by the iscal Givern-
ment. In the ¢pinion of my Council ant 1
believe, of all these who have tad practical
experience in dealing with Indian labour in
the Malay States and in Ceylon, such a
change would be a great mistake, and not in

thia tmbanocbde Al dhii cnclae toab s i WP 0o



VI LIWCEERLS VI U CUULY, T WIIUSY Wellale, pre-
cumably, the Indian Governnient hses at
heart. This opirion is fully confirmed by *he
recent reports on Indian labour emigrating to
Ceylon and Maiayva. The Commissioners,
Messrs. Marjoribanks and Tamby Marakayae
report fully on ihe point (See Pamphlet- R.
page 2.) This letter, T need hardly say, is a
mere outline of the question at issue, and my
Council have the honour to rejuest that, at
an early date, you will be plaased to riceive
a deputation, when details of the case ¢an be
more fully put before you,

The following reply was received, unde:
date 24th Janunary : —

I am directed by Viscount Milner to ack-
nowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th
January with regard to the Medical treat-
ment of Indian emmigrants employed on rub-
ber estates in the Malay Peninsala, and to
inform von that he has not yet received Paper
No. 7 of 1918 concerning the alteration of the
existing system of estate hospitals into a SYVS-
tem of Central Hospitals administered by the
local Government. The High Commissioner
for the Malay States has, however, been re
quested by telegraph to furnish a copy, with
his observations on the matter, and it would,
in Lord Milner’s opinion, be more convenient
if the proposed discussion could be postponed
until he has raceived the High Commission-
er’s proposals

Signed or behalf of the Committee,
Noryax W. Grieve, Convener,

Adopted by Coancil on 3rd Felirnary, 1919
—the Convener intimating that he under-
stood that operation of the new Enactment
has been postponed for three years.

Item No. 9—REeporT OF Mepicar RESEARCH
i F.M.S. Sus-CoMMITTEE. ~

The Committee have carefully considered
the important question of establishing a pro-
perly equipped Laboratory and of the ap-
pointment of yualified Entomologists to carry
cn Research Work in the F.)M.S,

Two meetings have been held which were
attended by all members, with the
addition, at the  second meeting,
of Mr. 'E. Macfadyen, who was co.
opted and"was kind enough to attend.

Af%s very full discussion it was decided
te report to the Council as follows : —

a. That owing to the difficultie: presented
by the War in procuring the services of Scien-
tofic men, also to the impossibility, at the
present time, of obtaining the necessiry
equipment for staiting a Taboratc vy, it was
cut of the questics that anything shoull be
done till after the war. T

b. The Commn {tee suggest that it woull be
reither necessary nor desirable to bring inco

- dind o o a® o ma®




vertwmive @ separdte admimstrative organisa
tion.  The emyployment of one (2nd perhaps
‘ater more) entamelogists and provision of
@ such housing acccinmodation as might prove

necessary could be undertaken without any
new establishment by appointing a strong
Sub-Committee of our local representative
body to direct their operations and we are
emphatically of opinion that Dr. Watson
should be invited to join such Sub-Commit-
tee. The business side of these arrangements
could be placed under our existing adminis-
trative staff and should involve little, if any,
[additional expense beyond the salary or
salaries of scientific workers.

¢. The Committee understand that a most
suitable man who has already done valuable
work in the Malay States as an Entomologist,
is at present employed by Government in one
@ of the theatres of war,

If, when these activities come to an end,
his services could be obtained in the F.M.S
the Comiitte think that, having regard to his
past experience in that country he would be
admirably suited to fill such a post as it is
desired to create.

4. The Committee were unanimouns in the
belief that the whole subject of sanitation
and medical research was one vitally affecting
the Rubber Industry in the Malay Peninsula,

and that the expense oonnected with fotrsiljii 1
and continuous investigalon was ahich X ig
matter compared with the results w . lh |
confidently hoped would accrue to t }; wbest
community by the a}?ph'catmn of :
scientific knowledge in its treatment.
(8d.) Normas W. Grieve, Convener of
Committee.

Adopted by Council June 4th, 1017,
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