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RAJA BOT'S VIEWS.

A commusicatiox from Raja Bot of Selan-
gor (who is about 6) years of age) o the
Sultan and the Resident-General le.ll
published by the Malay Mail. The Raja
says of his early days, the Year 1850 or
| thereabouts : —

I remember that the kinds of rice caten by
men in the Malay country were as follows : —
(1) Javanese rice, very good in quality, with
only a short stem like the present Rangoon
rice, only a little smaller. (2) Siamese rice.

3) Reee. (1) R ce from Asheen. (5)

ice from Malacea. Those were the five
places which produced rice eaten in this
country.

In olden times my grandfather, Sultan
Muhammad of Selangor, was himself very
fond of planting v and also rigorously
insisted on all his subjects doing so too.
There were tools, and men, moreover, to
@ work. Those who were slow or who did not

©

toil at paddy planting were punished. On the
Selangor river from Teluk Penyamun, on
the right bank, and on the lelt as far as
Kampong Kedah in the interior, nothing
but paddy fields could be sesn in those
days. I well remember that in 1273 (A. H.)
the year in which Saltan Mubammad was
buried. I bought Selangor rice at the rate
of n hundred gantangs for $5, anl pvidy
at the rate of a hundred gantanss for
$2.50: ducks, fowls and goats were cheap,
bocause in those days every kind of pr-
vision was plentiful and abundant,

In 1273 (A. H.) Saltan Mubammad d ed
an | was saeeceded by Sultan Abdul Samad.
There wers then “sawahs” in Selanuor,
wihile on the Langat river men planted
“ladangs.” o 1276 (A. H.) rioderpast
broke out, and it may be said that all the
buffdoes 1n Selangor died : there remained
@ only ten or twelve, which escaped into the

jungle and beeame wild.  These are now in
the neighbourhood of Jeram. The result
of this was that the Selangor * raiats™
ceased working * sawahs,” having lost, as it
were, the chief implement of their trade.
Saltan Abdal Samad was not powerfal
enough to insist on the work being continn.
ed, for though he himself liked paddy
planting he eould not enforce it upon the
“raiats " of the country.

In 1275 (A. L) for the fiest time, a duty
was imposed upoa tin, nothing else baing |
| taxed. The daty was 20 per cent.  Subse- |
quently the track system at the mines ceased,
| and within the next two years the Chinese
| merchants asked that the 20 per cent.
| shonld bo abolished, and 10 per esnt. taken
on tin. A tax was placed on opinm, $2a,
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P | bui, and ou rice, S a koyan. These were | !
= the three artieles taxed.

« The price of white Java rice was $58
to 60 a koyan. Siam rice was $3 less,
while that from Rangoon was $15 a koyan.
The last named was not at that time mueh
Liked by the Chinese. White Acheen rice
was from 337 to 8385, and red Acheen rice
$27 to $23 a koyan. Malacca rice was
sometimes the same price as the Javaness,
sowetimes as the Siamese variety. The
price of tin in Malacca was within $2 or §3,
more or less, of 360 a bhara, which i1s thres
pikals. The people of Selangor rarely then
went as far as Singapore, trading only with
Malacca and Penang merchants.

Ia 1276 (A. H.) less rice began t» come
from Java, bocause the land formerly

@ occupied by paldy was now planted by the |

Datch with sagar-cane, owing to the fact,
50 sad the Javanese who cune hither, that
sugar was far more profitable than paddy,
A year or two afterwards the supply of rice |
from Acheen alsy bezan to diminish. The
reason of this was that the men of Acheen
planted black pepper, which they sold ata
high price, though the caltivation of paddy
was light work comparad with that of pepper
and sagar. Moreover in Malasea, where
formerly there had bsen numerous paddy |
planters, the Chinese merchants roused
themselves, opened up gardens, and grew
potatoes and sazo. ies were requirad |
for the work and good wages were offered.
Thus it came to pass that many Malay
g:lel:ters. attracted by the high wages,
me labonrers for the merchants in their
garlens. This practieally roined the ealtiva-
tion, and from that time Malacea, Java and
Acheen altogether lost thew mruhﬁou Tor
growing rice. Thereafter on
quantity was produced.

In the year 1276 (A. H.) rinderpest broke
oat. One distriet 10 Selangor, e, Sange
Litkut, was then patting out a large quanti-
ty of tin, and Selangor men came and traded
in Lakuat, getting $3 and $1 for goads usaal-
Iy sold at $1.  The nataral result was that
the art of paddy planting was almost forgot-
ten. - My people made large gain at Lokat,
and also opened ap Sunger Klang and Kaala
Lompur, tin mining being conducted at a
peofit in 1279 (A. H.', These were the two
places in Selangor where tin mining existed
in 1281 (A. H.). My grand-parcats died at
Linkat, leaving my father there.

I beg leave to suggest that Your Highness
@ should arrange a conference with the Resi-
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dent-General and the Resident, Selangor,
who are represeniatives of the LEnglish
Government, which has helped and perfect-
ad the conditions of the country, in connee-
tion with the Malays of every class who
dwell in Selangor. I think that a new law
should be passed laying down the method
of working and planting paddy, and en-
forcing planting by the imposition of
rigorous panishments (gaol or fine) on the
disobedieot and lazy. This might remedy
a bad state of affairs, for I crave per-
mission to remind you that Malays are so
constituted that unless sach a law 1s rigor-
ously enforced nothing whatever will come
of it. Yon have only to look back to the
days of Sultan Muahammad, in 1273 (A. H.)
when the law of the ruler was strict, and
“ gawahs "flourished in Selangor. After his
death there was no one who instructed
@ the “raiats,” with the result that for the
last 47 years they have been extremely
remiss regarding paddy planting. Unless
there is strong legislation and a strong
hand to enforee it, the cultivation of paddy
will never sncceed.
Your Highness who has reigned for five
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YJEArs, Banu  EUUC IAVNUNL WUU UL SO yoms oy
as Resident and Resident-Gieneral, has
cansed English justice and prosperity to
prevail in Selangor, will be conferring a
great benefit upon the people by a consider-
ation of the rice question. I ask then that
Your Majesty and the Resident-General
will settle the method of rice cultivation and
enforee it upon the Malays by a new law,
providing penalties and fines for evasion.

I trust that my dissertation will be ex-
cased. I have not spoken for the mere sake

of giving my history, but becanse in my time

the price of rice has risen from $1.50 to
§5.60, more than three times as much. For
the last three or four vears the price has
been steadily rising. This year I have suffer-
ed heavily, for last year when I had got my
money from the office and paid off my debts
for food there still remained $20 or$30;
this year only $1 or $2 are left over.
Every kind of necessary has risen in price,
and the trouble and anxiety resulting there-
from have emboldened me to approach you
on this subject.

Tur Boox or the Moment is said to be
«The Confessions of a Wile.” Aeceording
to the Sketh this book isintended,apparently, |
to follow in the wake of « An English-
woman’s Love-Letters.””  They are said
Ito be written by Elizabeth Stuart Phelps,
the author of “ The Gates Ajar,” and cer-
| tainly they are in her style.
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