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Land Restrictions. 3

The Planters’ Assoeialion of
Malaya held a genmeral mseting a*
11 am, on Wedneslay at No. 12
Market Street, Kuala Lumpar, the

following delegates and vivitors - @O QOO

being present :—TIha Hou. air. R.
U. M, Kindersley (Chairman), the

Hon. Mr, J. R. 0, Aldworth and
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zies, B 8 MeCalloch, H C Mus-
tard, W A Irvine, Kuala Selangor ;
L W Vaanghan Smith, D Carmichael,
Lower Perak ; J W Kennedy, Malay
Peninsula Agriculiural Assoeiation ;
J Davideon, C Ritchie, G W Hing-
ston, G.o. Giant, V A Tayler, Negri
Sembilan ; W S Cookeon, Taiping ;
W do L Brooke, M D Fallon and
[N H Dakeyne, Uln Sclangor ; visi

@ | “org, M. s3:8 F M Whale, H B Dadl.y,
Maleolm Wa'som, F Fisher, C R
Foriers, A U Hayion, W L1 Bragg, |
G C Bailsy, B J Exon (F M 5|
Agricultnral Dept) and Haakon
Getz (Lower Perak)

The first i'cuw on the agenda was
Planters’ War elicf Fand. The

total of subscriptions collected up
to date, said the S:cretary, was
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FZ42,949.Vi under the old schems,
wkile in addition to that, in response
to a letter fromn the Chairman there
bad so far been paid in for Novem-
ber $1,185, and there was siill a
congiderable sum 10 coms, Daring ‘
the frst two years they raised
$72 839, while the grand total to
date, leaving out the #$1,185, was
$98,974,42. By the last mail he re-
ceived from Sir William Taylor an
account of disbunrsement of £179 for
the quarter ending September, and
the bank balance at Home showed

the sum of £21,231. He had made
inquiries from all the prinecipal in-
suranes conipanies ag to the cost of
an annuity of £100, and after care-
fally studying the different prospec -
tuses he found that for every annn-
ity for £100 payable for 30 years
they would have to pay £1,772 o
with the total they had in hand at

present, all the annuities they could
purchase would be twelve, He
thought that was an answer t> those
members who were of opinion that
they already had too much money
in hand, §

A Commencement.

The Chairman said :—Yen will
see from what the Socretary has
told us that a considerable ecom-
mencement has been made towards
placing the Fuand in a satisfactory
position, bat it can only be looked
on a8 a commencement., A very
sp cial effort is required to carry ont
our present aime, snd it must be

made now. If we allow the oppor-
tonity to pass now I feel sure that it
will be impos:ible to revive the Fand
later on. I 28k each individual

planter (o use his inflarnee to make
the present appeal a suceess before
the close of the year. I suggest
that a complete list of subscribers
arranged according to Districts
should be published early in
January. A member has kindly
offered to pay the expenses connect-
ed with sending a copy of the
accounts to each sabscriber in
fature, and I propoge that we shonld
have this done.

A member said that. in conse-
quence of the difficnlties of the Re-
lief Committee in getting into touch
with men from here in need of
relief, he had proposed at a recent
Meeting of the D, P. A. of his dis-
trict that each wan from here join-
ing up should be asked to leave all
possible particulars behind, such as

the address of any dependents, so
that is cage of a cagnaltv thav aanld
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the more easily and quickly get
into toanch with his friends or
dependents. ‘

The Secretary s.id he was infor-
med Ly the Hon, Mr, Nutt that Mr.
Hale made all possible inquiries
wilh regard to men from this country
who had joined up. Uifertunately
the only hat they  bad
c¢f the casualties, at all re-
liable, wae that published by the
Malay Miil, which he belicved was
as complets and up to date asit eonld
possilly be ond r existing cirenm.
stanccs, He algo had made up an
ind x card of the names of men
who had gone from here to the war,
and he helped the Malay Mail and
they helped him so that both lists
were now the same.

Mr. Ferguson siid, sofar as hig
district was  eoncerned, they
were publishing a list of all
subscribers and he hoped each |
district would do ‘he same, ag b,
believed it woull enconrage others
to subscribe,

Mr. Ritchie said he believed he
wasthe man who first suggested
leaving out the names of subgcriberg,
‘but under the gircumstaness he wag
pleased to withdraw his opposition,

The Chairwan said that, as no
one was now against the pnblicaticn
of names, this would now be done,
He hoped by eome time in Jana.
ary to have full Jigts printed of all
subecribers and lists for each dis.
trict also -

Mr. Ferguson suggested that
the  old 1 system  of each
lceal  Secretary collecting the
subgeriptions and forwarding to
the bank be followed, rather
than individual subseriptions sent
through the P,A M.

A member from the Lower Perak

distriet said that at a recont maet-
ing of his association they had
unanimously agreed to this.

It was then formally proposed,
seconded and adopted that lists of
subscribers be printcd and pablish-
ed each month,

Rubber A

The Chairman lll)g’:-—TheN
tion of tha desirability of adopting
the Singapore market prices ss a
basis on which to ealenlate the dniy
on robber was digenseed at ().
meoling of the Federal Couneil
in November, when H. E_ k.
High Commissioner promised to
reconsider the matter, 1 have sinee
bad an interview with Sir Edwar !

Brockman and he informs me tha
the Government wanld ha nranarad
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to adopt the Singa market pric
as the basis provided that a h.avy
drop in revenue did not result, is
that might have the effect of reduc
ing the amount available for war
contribution, He informed me that
the Government would be glad to
consider any scheme that the
planting community wish to put
forward. I believe that there isa
geweral desire that the Sincapore
market prics should be adopted,
b-cause the methood of taking the
London market pric: has bicome
inegnit:ble,  Ouly a small propor
tion of thy ont pat ean be gent to
London ind ibat cousigts of the
pradace ol those companies who ar
in a position to ob'ain a limited
amount of shipping space. Tue
¢onmpanics who have not previously
been in the babit of shipping to Lo
don are debarred from that market
entirely and jet have to pay du'y
on the London yries, which for
them is unobtainable.

|  The natural market for the coun-
try’s producs is Siogapore and in
normal times nodoubt the Singapore
pries would approximate to the
Loudon or American prices, 1 do
vot thick that we are likely to
qaarrel with the Government over
their degice to make the war eon-
tribution as full as possible and I
wonld snggest that if as the effee:
of basiug the rubber daty on Sin.
gapore prices the progent special
war taxes from rabber and other
gources prove inadegnate, a speeisl
export tax could be impoesed on
rubber to meet the deficiency with.
out altering the rate of this ordinary
rabber daty.

Mr, Cammins s2id there were a
pumber of small rubber companiis
who were alceady very heavily over
taxed and to tax them still more
would be what he considered was
systematic thieving, and absolutely
unfair to these small companies.

- Mr. McCulloch said he thought
‘the two matters should be kept quite
rseparate, 1f they were not paying
sufficient with their 5 per cent, let it
' be made 7} per cent. He considered
that it was only right that the Gov.
ernment, having as it were the keys
in their hands, should not take more
‘money out of the comit:y ‘:mth'"
absolutely necessary, t the thing
be done c’upenly and above board, If
25 per cent was insufficient, then
make it 3 per cent, and, if 5 per cent
was not enough, wake it 6 per cent,
but do not say: “Ob, you sre only
paying 2} percent,”, when eveerbody
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KNuw bUEy Were paying considerably
more,
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Mr, Tayler said he considered this
was too big a question to eettle off
hand at that meeting, He thorefore
proposed that it be referred to the
Standing Committee for them to go
carefully into the matter,

The Chairman said he agreed with
Mr. McCulloch and Mr, Tayler. The
point undoubtedly was, they were
supposed to be paying 2} per cent ,
whereas they were really paying con-
siderably more.

The matter was referred to the
Standing Committee for considera.

Labour,

+The Secretary read his letter of
October 24th, addressed to the Con.
troller of Labour, F.M.S, infor ming
bim that compluints were rife regar.
ding the prevalence of bribing in In-
dia in connection with theimmizration
of coolies to this country, To this
letter, said the Secretary, mno reply
had been received.

The Hon, Mr J RO Aldworth
said :  We all know something of
the East, but I can assure you that
everything possible is being done to
prevent these abuses,

The question of midwives for es-
tates then came up,

The Secretary said that on Oct 24
be :sked the Controller of Labour
for a definition of the term “trained’,
midwife. On December 1Ist the
Controller of Labour replicd as fol-
lows: *Inrveply to your letter of
October 24th in which you ask for a
definition of the term * trained mid-
wife,” I have the honour to inform
you that the Principa) Medic! ¢ flicer
informs me that midwives who rro
duce evidence of having been trained
in a recognised institation snd pos.
erss certificates of competency are
designated by that tem. The
General Hospital, Singapore, is
an officially rccognised institu.
tion, and the Rajsh Sir Ramasamy
Mudaliar Lying-in- Hospite), Madras,
is, I understand, another, Certifi.
cates of efficiency are also grante
at the General Hospital, Kuala Lum-
pur, after a period of training,”

Mr, Tayler remarked that it wonld
probably take wseveral years to
vbtain & sufficient number of mid-
wives for all estates, He hoped the
Government would apprecist: this
fact, that to obtain some six hun.
dred trained midwives was not a
question of a few weeks or moaths,

Mr. Aldworth said Le was in
fgreement with the speaker—it
would take time, The Madras

.| tion,




©

'Government  required them to

make efforts without undue d-lay
to obtain a limited number. The
point was, they had not yet attemp:-
ed to obtain even two or three, let
alone 600. What was required was
for & start to be made, before the
Madras Government brought pressure
to bear.

Mr, Tayler proposed that all secre-
taries of D. P. A's be circularised on
this subject at once, informing them
that the Madras Government re-
quired them to take steps imme-
diately.

Mr. Tayler’s proposal, said he felt
sure that it would be found upon
inquiry that some associations bad

Mr, Mooijaart, in agreeing with |

already taken steps in this matter,

]

|
|
Port Swettenham,

Commander Mills, Port Swettenham,
which stated that an effort wag being
made to try and provide for the
accommodation of coolies arriv ng at
Port Swettenharg to join steamers on
their return to India, Owing to
various reasons, the coolies were kept
in Port Swettenham several dayse be.
fore the steamers arrived, and there
was nowhere for them to go, In fine
weather it wa3 not bad, but in wet
weather they had a very bad time,
I any case, for various reasons, it
was not a good thicg to have several
hundreds of people camping in the
public streets, The idea, said Com.
mander Mills, was to erect a choultry
with kitchen and bath room, and
have a temple attacned, as coolies
came there from Selangor, Negri
Sembilan, Pahang, Malacea and the
scuth of Perak, he had been asked to
approach the P A M as to their views

would be inclined to help in. It was
thought that a subscription of $50 to
¥100, according to the siza of the
éstate, would be enough to meet the
expenses of erccting the required
premises. The letter concluded :
““ The Goverment has been good
enough to give a piece of land
and has granted the use of one
of the sheds at the Depot until our
scheme is in hand,”

A member said he thought it was
up to the Immigration Committee to
take this matter up, with which the
Chairman agreed,

Mr. Aldworth said he very much
doubted whether the Immigration
Committee could put up Any money,

Mr, HM’VE? said the present state
Al afP.is. Rg " _LIE . b

The Secretary read a letter from

8s to whether this was a matter the|
Planters  Association of Malaya /'
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] *mesa ul uvercrowaing at  Port
Swettenham  had only occarred
since the war began, c.nsequent upon
the shotage of ste:mer accommoda-
tion and that this overcrowding would
discontinue after the war, there-
fore, he did not sce the need of a
permincet building, for which they
would bave no use after the war,

these coolies should bave to camp
out in the streets for saveral days,
He thought the matter should be

This was argrced to,

Chiueso tappers, Everybody seemed

g5

B(

n

The Chairman said only a tem- |8)
vorary building need be ereted, He | cc
did not thiuk it right or proper that | bt

gone iuto by the Standing Committee | 87

Mr. McCulloch said that before the | Wt
question of Jabour was closed, he | re
should like to meation the matter of | G¢

Two

legal
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them

re-
me-

[t sixes and sevens over the poiat. | th

Mugistrates at Seremban had | th

given decisions that a Chiges. tepp v L0
engaged undor o contrucior, way uosfeal
emplojed by the estte, while the da
Labour Departm: nt Leld otherwiso, | tic
He proposed tivt i 'y shoald tako| Uh

advice oa (his matter, which | wa

was agreed to, inf

Toddy. s

The Secretary read the following | .
[|letter which he addressed to the
/] Und:
24th,
received,
“I have the honour fo se. o
knowledge receipt of your letter|tha

r Socretary, F.M.S,, on October fad
an i to which no reply had been | he
Lwe

of the 3rd inst, and rezres [ral
the Goverameat is ot day

prepared to publish the returns tion
suggested in our second resolation, | doe
‘gnestion of toddy was again | Cor

discussed at our last meeling | the

on the 20:h inst., which agreed | tod
that the eracial point of the whel. On
question lay in ths system of put |gre
ting up licenses for toddy ehops o] why
public tender, A very Interesting |a la

and suaccessfal experiment has re-
cently been made in the Krian
District by Gala Estate, for farther
details of which I wounld refer you
to a report wade by the Manager to
the Distriet Officar, A copy of this
was printed ag an appendix to onr
last minates, copy of which I
now beg to enclose, With
conerete example before them,
tho meeting unanimously passed the
following resolution, which I now
have the honour to submit to yoar
favourable consideration :

*“Tnat this Association views with
considerable apprehension the con-
tinuance of the ecalling for tenders|
for toddy shop licanses.  Also it
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ias | deral Government and the
to | Straits Government had replied

he

and that the agricaltural labour

cninge of system recommended.
o for 1918 be granted from quarter to
‘|solations be forwarded to the

°g Governments of the FMS., 88,
UIland Kedah.”

congiders it extremely nndesirable
that the toddy traffic of the whole
country should continue to be under
the entire control of Tamils as at
present, It strongly urges the ne.
cessity for more responsible control,
and suggests that every estate should
be encouraged to establish a toddy
shop of its own, if possible, go
that there would be no indace
ment for coolies to leave their own
estate and visit toddy shops on the
publicroad. T'o obtain efficient and
reliable control, the Association is
strongly of opinion that thesa shops
should be placed under the entire
control of the manager of each
¢state, on the following conditions :
That Government take a fair per-
centage of the gross sales as rental.
That all profits from the gale of
toddy be expended for the benefit
of the labour forca. That separate
accounts be kept so that all transac-
tions may be clearly shown and

Government officials at all times. It
is urged that, if toddy shop licenses
were granted on these condi
tions, private profiteering would be
eutircly eliminated, that the moat
efficient control would be effected,

force of the country would benefit
to no inconsiderable extent by the

That pending a decision, all licenses
quarter only, That the above Re-

Recelving Attention,
The Secretary said the Fe-

that the matter was recoiv.

B ™ N
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ing attention, while the Kedah |it'
ch|Government replied that, as the
on |arrangements now in foree wounld
» [last until the end of the current
te | Mohamedan year, it was not pos.

rtsible to introduce considerabje | M«

d [changes immediately, but wanagers
n | of ¢states were being encouraged to
a- fiainiain their own estate toddy
Id {shops as far ae possible,

The Chairman gsid he had per. ;’xé
a

call
ear
wol

B-

a [ “onal knowledge that the Licensing
iy | Board were favourable to Mr. Kan-
nady’s proposition, and were in
1- | Sympathy with the planters getting
control of toddy shops iuto their
bands.

Mr. Konnedy said that every estate | the

R -

TN

ni
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manager in the Krian district who | mo
had applied for a license had been |8

granted ona. not



The Chairman siid the matter
would have to stand over until they
received a reply from the Faderal
Government,

The Secretary ieal a letter from
the Controller of Labour reminding
the P. A. M, of his letter of Anonst
i0.h, on the subjsct of the praeti.
cability of arranging ditfereut pay
days for different estates in connee-
tion with the question of toddy.
Uhe letior asked whethor the PaAM,
was yet ina position to farnish
information as to tho view of the
Association upon this sabjec |

The Secretary said he repuel o

‘| Decamber 7th as follows :—

“ I have the honour to acknow-

ladge receipt of your letter 343: of

the 28th of November, which has
been  congidered by the Standing
Committee. Inreply I am to say that
ths suggestion of making a uuiy.rasi
rale, 80 a8 to arrange different pay-
days for diffsren: estates in oo1nec-
tion with the qaestion of toddy,
does not recommend itself to my
Committee. I am to point ont that
the system in some distric s is that
toddy shops serve only one esiate,
On the other hand, there is a
great number of other disiric's
where one toddy shop serves such
a large number of estates that it

18 re-
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would be guite impracticable to
adopt the suggestion universally,
cven il the legal obligation re pay-
lavs was relaxed.”

The Secrelary read a lotter from

tha Under Secretary, F. M, S
Government, which stated that,
with regard to the issae by the Rail-
way Dapartment of receipts at small
stations for rabber delivered for
despateh, he was directed to state
that the General Manager, F. M., S,
Railways, hoped shortly to be able
to give facilities, similar to thoge at

Assam Jawa, Teluk Piah, Ula Yam,
Suugel Choh, Bidor, Sangkai, Trolak,
Padang Jawa, Labis, Petaling, Silian
and Mambaun. With regard to
Kepong, it was proposed to clise
this g*ation for goids traffie shortly,
owing to its besing situated on a
dangerous gradient, and accom~
modation was being provided at
Bata Village nex: year to take the
place of Kepong.

Mr. Ritchie said he did not know
whether they had done 8o before or
not, but he thonght their Associa.
tion wight write to the Government
and Railway Department and thank
them for the efforts made on their

other stations, with regard to Jeram, |

behalf. This was agreed to.



%6r- | regsed by him to the Colonial See-

- | tary, 8,5, on the subject of the uni-
of | feation of all Government Agricul-

efit \tural work within the Peninsnla

até |into one deparment. To thig letter

'8¢~ no reply had been received,

wd | The Chairman said they wounld

bI{. remember that at the last meeting

ach Plant Diseases.

868 | over until after the annual agrical-

ew

The Scerelary rad a letter add-

it was decided to leave this question | H'

tare conference. He was awaré that u:

bé | gone members  considered that |an

sowething should be done before :’C

ed, [the conference, while others were | ad

Yt of opinion that by waiting for the
“lit | gonference, they would then be able
the | to get the best possible advice, as they
“|then hoped to have amongst them. nox

Ev
to |
(N
Ho
7a

8¢S |gcientists and specialists whose ¥
10 opinions would be of the utmost 8¢

Le- importance to them, As regards
he | the amalgamation of the F M.S, and
8. the Colony with regard to one |Sm

- 9 -—

*| This leter was replied to on Oetob: 1
+| 30, the reply stating that the Govern-

i

cho

Agricaltural Department for all, he Lo
was quite in sympathy with this, i
There was everything for itand T
nothingg@gainst it and he sincerely | mo:
hoped it wonld go through. Pud
The Director of Agricaltare said ap.
it took some time to get this annnal | 1
conferenca arranged, and he was| s
afrail  the  Planters Distriet A
Associations had somewhat con- song
tributed to the delay. Six|sw
months ago, they were asked to sT
sppoint their delegates to the Com- | 3h
mittee, and only last week he|Pol
received one reply, while there was| ©
still one more to come in. It was T
expectad that the Confercnee would Py
take place in June next, but he was | sun
calling a weeting of the delegates s
early next month,” when the date B
would be fixed. Won
The Chairman said the Govern- | Clas
ment had now agreed to give them |3
the right to appeal, which was the N
most important psint. On two other | War,
small matters, the Government did [*nd
not eee thair way to granting the
Association’s requests, but the im-
portant point was that they were
now grante! the right to appeal.
Food Control.
The Sacretary read a letter addres-
el by hi to the Undcr Sacretary,
I" \L¥, asking as to what steps were
being taken to control the supply
anid cott of riee in this country.

ient was not in a position to state
what steps bad been taken to con-
trol supply and cost of rice. The

Commiitees of Food Control ap-



</ pointed in the Colony and F M.§, |Strect
nad no donbt considered this qnes- | Little,
tion, and it was presumed that if |To :ifx
they decided to make any order on GATIO
the subjact of the control or cost of |2 snd
rice, uch orders would be at once [P |
published, Banda

The Chairman said this Bill was e
being brought up at a Federal Coun- ing Gif
cil meeting on Friday next, and it | ment s
was therefore of the utmost im- Rev. 1
poriance that he should have their PRES
view on it, It was an amendment Servie
from the Home Government, Some | P9Vl
other subjects, other than British, shill:ili
hiad made objections to flotations of | " Rev

companics being restricted to Bri- | oS
@ tish subjects. quested

The Secretary said he bal been | %P

informed the previoas day by their
logal adviger that this Bill (if it went
through as it now was) wonld stop
the transfer of nearly all lande.
Mr. Cammins said it was a most
v | vital matter to all of them. Sap-
+| posing five or six men, owing ecer.
tain shares in land, formsd a com-
pany, they could not get the land
transferred to a private limited ecom-
pany. There waere many men
.|going Home, who had cectain in-
tereste in land out here and thig
Bill made it absolately impossible
for them to disposa of thuir inter-
@ ests. He hoped the Chairman would
bear this in mind when the Council |
meeting came on Friday, '
After farther discussion, the
“hairman said he was glad to have
the opinions of those pregent on the
matter’ which wonld help him con-
siderably.—M. M. {
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